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As in every sport, the backbone of wrestling is the fan who either crowds into the arena to help pay the freight, 


or, by virtue of watching television, raises the importance of the sport. He enables the various promoters to fill the 
till that pays for the promotions. 


: 


The common knitting force in wrestling are the fan clubs, with the bulletins, news and mat gossip that they 
disseminate to their members. 


The big events for the fan clubs are the fan club conventions. Fan club conventions have been an integral part of 
the wrestling scene since the early 1950’s. Emerging from the various associations, and probably the outstanding 
organization of its type. is The Wrestling Fans International Association, which first saw the light of day under the 
aegis of Don Wilson of St. Louis, Missouri. 


At this time, the WFIA has united almost all of the various fan club groups under one banner and has become 
the most important “voice” of the wrestling fan. 


The WEIA is set up with a director, who dictates policy. an assistant director, a public tealtions officer, and a 
board of directors, who work with the director in setting policy. 


The policies of the WFIA have enabled it to gather the support of most promoters and wrestling magazines in the 
United States. The Ring Wrestling magazine has always recognized the importance of the fans, fan clubs, their 
associations and conventions. As far back as 1972, we started to present our Wrestler of the Year award which has 


been given at the WFIA convention each year. 


The following men have received the award since its inception: 1972, Michel Leone; 1973, Bull Curry; 1974, 
Paul Jones; 1975, The Fabulous Moolah; 1976, Pat O'Connor; 1977, Fritz Von Erich. 


The success of the WFIA has been due to their holding their conventions in different cities, giving the various 
areas a fair shake with the exposure that a wrestling convention brings to their area. The conventions are usually 
three-day affairs which draw hundreds of delegates from the various parts of the country, and various fan clubs get 
a chance to converse with their counterparts, so as to better not only their own clubs but to develope a better sport. 

During the three-day affair there are workshops, and film and slide presentations with the emphasis on “how it 
should be done.’’ Fan club prexies get a solid basis upon which to base their individual operations for their 
honoraries and for wrestling as a whole. 


The main event of the convention each year is the awards banquet at which are present not only the fan club 
members, but wrestling personalities as well, including the wrestlers themselves. 


The WFIA is currently being headed up by Mike Gratchner, a resident of Normal, Illinois, who is an English 
professor at the State College. 


Each year, this convention seems to gather more steam and have more influence on the wrestling scene. 


We congratulate the WFIA as well as all the fan clubs around the world who work so hard to help the individual 
wrestlers in their careers. 


These are the people who are helping to make wrestling the most popular of all sports at the gate. 
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Bob Backlund stands proud with the 
WWWF championship belt. He pinned the 
Superstar, Billy Graham, before a sellout 
crowd at Madison Square Garden in New; 
York to win the title. 


BY GEORGE NAPOLITANO 


GG ] 

T’S a dream come true!"’ exclaimed the 
jubilant Bob Backlund after capturing the 
most sought after prize in wrestling, the 
WWWF heavyweight title, from the 
Superstar, Billy Graham. “I’ve been work- 
ing towards this all my life,’ Backlund hap- 
pily exclaimed. ‘From junior high through 
high school and then in college I had only 
one dream, one goal, and tonight it has 
come true. Words alone cannot adequately 
describe the feeling I have right now. I only 
hope that in the future I can hold this title 
with the dignity and honor that it so proudly 
deserves.’’ With these words Bob Backlund 
walked back into the dressing room the new 
WWWFE heavyweight champion. 

Backlund and Graham had faced each 
other on several ocassions prior to this his- 
toric encounter, but in each one of these 
Matches the Superstar was able to escape 
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BACKLUND PINS 
THE SUPERSTAR 
FOR WWW TITLE 


The Superstar yells in pain as Backlund has him in an abdominal stretch. 
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(Above) Backlund’s supreme moment! He pins Graham and becomes the champion. (Below, left) The match was not Bob Backlund all 
the way, The Superstar puts the pressure on during a hectic period. 


JULY, 1978 


with his title. However, such was not ,the 
case on Feb. 20, 1978 in Madison Square 
Garden. It must be reported that the ending 
which saw Backlund defeat the Superstar 
was marred by confusion and controversy. 
After setting up Graham perfectly for his 
Atomic Knee Drop, Backlund lifted up the 
champion, carried him around the ring and 
then sent him crashing down over his knee 
klund immediately jumped on Graham 
and the referee, Jackie Lotz, began to count. 
At the count of one, Graham placed his foot 
over the bottom strand of the ropes. How- 
ever, the referee apparently did not see 
Graham's legs and continued to count. At 
the count of three Backlund jumped for joy 
as the referee raised his arm in victory. 

Graham, meanwhile, was stunned! Yelling 
at the top of his lungs. the now ex-champion 
pointed to his leg, still dangling over the bot- 
tome strand of the rope. Graham pleaded 
with the referee, but his shouts were totally 
ignored by Jackie Lotz, who figured that 
Graham had put his foot over the rope after 
the count of three. 

As this was taking place, Bob Backlund 
stood mesmerized in center ring staring at 
the belt as if in disbelief. Meanwhile the 
thousands of people who were: in attendance 
cheered wildly for the new champion. After 
one last ditch effort Graham finally got off 
the mat and walked dejectedly back to the 
dressing room. 

The cheers of the crowd were still ringing 


loud and clear when the Superstar and the 
Grand Wizard approached promoter Vince 
McMahon stuck by the official verdict 
handed down by the referee. **Once a deci- 
sion has been handed down by an official or 
a referee, it cannot be reversed,’ was Mr. 
McMahon's reply and these words should 
have sounded awfully familiar to the 
Superstar, for they were the same words that 
helped him originally win the title from 
Bruno Sammartino on April 30, 1977 in Bal- 
timore, Maryland. At that time, Graham 
used the bottom strand of the ropes for 
leverage in pinning Sammartino and although 
it was witnessed by thousands nothing could 
have been done to prevent Sammartino from 
losing his title that time. With Vince McMa- 
hon’s final decision the Superstar stalked out 
of the room in a rage. “I was robbed!” 
Graham yelled to one in particular. **This 
was the only way they could get the title 
away from m me. The All-American Boy is 
nothing but a red blooded thief. Everyone in 
the arena saw my leg on the rope. In fact we 
have films of it and I plan on going to the 
courts, if I have to, to get my title back. It’s 
not that I can’t defeat the squirt in the ring, 
it’s just the principle of the thing. The re- 
feree was paid off to pull this stunt on me 
and everyone involved will pay the price. I 
plan on getting my title back because the 
boy who got it now is a disgrace to the 
sport. Don’t count me out yet because I will 

. (Continued on page 58) 
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THE HISTORY OF 


Ho Ho, 
ae al? Cott ot 


The Hell’s Angels. Ron Dupree, standing, 
and Chris Colt held nearly every major tag 
team title. Dupree died in 1975 and Colt is 
wrestling in California as a single. 
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TEAM 
WRESTLING 


BY TOM BURKE 


I, was 1937, a year that gave the American 
public hope, confidence, more jobs and a 
continued Jift out of the depression. Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt was starting his second 
term as president. Lana Turner was the sex 
goddess of the silver screen, The nation was 
singing a crazy tune ‘*Flat Foot Floogie With 
a Floy Floy.”’ A Black pugilist named Joe 
Louis defeated Jim Braddock to become the 
world heavyweight boxing champion. Strang- 
ler Ed Lewis lost his mat crown in 1937. 
The times were crazy that year and with a 
suggestion by a young boy the world of pro- 
fessional wrestling was revolutionized 

In September of that year, the late Hous- 
ton, Texas promoter, Morris Sigel was asked 
a question by his young nephew, Leonard 
Burke (no relation to this writer), Young 
rd asked his famous uncle this ques- 
Uncle Mor if you can put two men 
in the ring to wrestle why couldn't you put 
four in the ring at the same time to do the 
same thin 

The question was indeed one of great 
interest and Morris Sigel and his Jong time 
associate Dr. Karl Sarpolis started to think 
about the idea over and over. At long last 
they came up with the idea: “team 
matches."* 

The date was October 2nd, 1937 in Hous- 
ton, Texas when the team of Milo Steinborn 


Another famous father-son team was that 
of Wild Bull Curry and his son Fred. Both 
of the Currys still team up in the midwest. 
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(father of Dick Steinborn and now a promo- 
ter in Florida) and his partner, Whiskers 
Savage. faced the duo of Tiger Daula and 
Fazul Mohammed, both of India. Since that 
autumn night in Houston the world of pro- 
fessional wrestling has seen millions of tag 
team matches, 

In the early years the matches were called 
team wrestling. Four men in the ring at 
once. With four men in the ring for the 
length of the match there often confu- 
sion and collision among the same team 
members. The idea of having a man stand on 
the apron and getting tagged came about in 
Minnesota in 1939. One of the wrestlers ap- 
proahced the promoter and gave him the 
suggestion for the tag team, one man in, and 
one man out. The idea sounded good and the 
next card had an **Australian Tag Team 
Match.”’ Why Australian? The wrestler who 
made the suggestion was from Australia. The 
term **Australian’’ tag team match seems to 
have much more appeal than a Minnesota tag 
team match, The ironic part of all this is that 
in Australia and other foreign countries tag 
team wrestling is billed as an American Tag 
Team Match. 

Paul Boesch. the current promoter in 
Houston, Texas told this writer that the tag 
team notion caught on like fire across the na- 
tion and Canada in the late 1930's right up 
to the start of World War II. Team matches 
became an instant part of the wrestling scene 
in most parts of the country. however. some 
areas did not give the green light to four 
man tag matches till just twenty-five years 
ago. We'll discuss this later in this wrestling 
history. 

Girl wrestling magnet. the late Billy 
Wolfe of Columbus. Ohio presented the first 
girl team match in November of 1937 in that 
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(Left) Two true Hillbil- 
lies from West Vir- 
ginia were the favor- 
ites of the fans in the 
early 1960s. Rip Col- 
lins holds the jug 
while partner Chuck 
Conley holds the 
rifle. (Right) A rare 
photo of Tarzan (later 
Killer) Kowalski and 
his one-time tag team 
partner, Hans Her- 
mann. They won the 
World Tag title. Pic 
was taken in Califor- 
nia in 1951. 


Whiskers Savage (above) teamed with Milo 
Steinborn (right) in the first team wrestling 
contest ever. Match was held in Houston, 
Texas on October 2, 1937. 


Ohio city. The girls that took part in the 
team match were Gladys Gillman and Mae 
Weston defeating the team of Wilma Ford 
and Mary Burns, Like male’ wrestling the 
girls have found that tag team matches are 
an important part of their wrestling circuit 
and have their own world tag team champi- 
ons. 

Jack Britton, now the promoter in 
Montreal, Quebec. Canada, was the man re- 
sponsible for the popularity of the midget 
mat men in the years following World War 
IT. The little guys would have the fans in ab- 
solute fits of laughter with their antics during 
a four man midget tag event. No doubt the 
most famous tag team midget combination 
was the duo of Sky Low Low and the late 
Fuzzy Cupid. These two fellows wrestled all 
over the world and gave the fans their 
money's worth every time they stepped into 
the ring 


During the war years the average wrestling 
card consisted of three single matches and 
then a tag match with four of the wrestle: 
that had participated in the single matche: 
The reason for double duty in those days 
was the lack of wrestling talent around. 
Many pro wrestlers were in the military ser- 
vice doing their patriotic duty, serving in one 
of the branches of the military. 

When World War I] came to an end the 
nation started to enjoy its greatest economic 
boom. The end of the war brought the mar- 
yel of television into the American home. 
en though the late Gorgeous George was. 
given much responsibility for making the 
sport of professional wrestling popular in the 
late 40's and early 50’s, the tag team combi- 
nations of those early years were also greatly 
responsible for the popularity of the mat 
sport. 

Some of the early tag teams were brother 
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(Above) Eddie Graham, left, and his brother, Dr. Jerry, were the only team to ever hold 
both the World Tag Team Championship and the United States Tag title. Eddie left the 
team in 1963 and was replaced by brother Luke. Superstar Billy is the youngest Graham 
brother. (Right) Warren Bockwinkle and son Nick when they teamed together out in 
California. That was in 1954. Nick is the AWA champion at this writing. 


combinations. One of the carly brother tag 
duos were: Bobby and George Becker from 
Brooklyn, New York. This duo was a very 
scientific team and a favorite of fans around 
the country. Bobby Becker died in an auto 
accident in 1954 and George Becker was a 
top notch wrestling star in the Carolinas till 
he retired a couple of years ago. Fritz and 
Hans Schnabel from Germany made their 
mark in the tag team ranks after the war. 
Jack and George Curtis was another brother 
combo that fared well with the fans. There 
Was a coast to.coast wrestling feud between 
two wrestling brother duos. The combination 
known as The Crying Greeks had a running 
feud with a team known to millions as The 
Riot Squad. 

The Crying Greeks were in reality the 
brother combination of Babe and Chris 
Zaharias of Cripple Creek, Colorado, The 
other team was composed of Emil and Emie 
Dusek from Omaha, Nebraska. The feud de- 
veloped as a result of remarks made by one 
of the Zaharias about one of the Duseks. The 
feud was carried on from the late 1940's 
right up to the middle 50’s. 

One tag team that won a lot of respect in 
those early post war years was the combina- 
tion of Tarzan Kowalski, better known to 
millions today as Killer Kowalski, and his 
partner, Hans Hermann. They formed an im- 
pressive team and were two of the biggest 
wrestlers to step into the ring. Kowalski was 
six feet seven inches tall and hit the scales at 
280 pounds while his German partner, Her- 
mann, stood six feet six inches tall and 
weighed in at 270 pounds. They were quite a 
combination and held the World Tag Team 
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Championship while they teamed together 
for a stint of some eight months. 

In 1953 tag team wrestling was imported 
to Japan by the team of Mike and Ben 
Sharpe. February 19th, 1953 was the day of 
the first tag team match in Japan. The 
Sharpe Bros. wrestled to an hour's draw the 
duo of the late Rickidozan and T. Kimura in 
Tokyo. Japan. Tag team wrestling is still a 
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Mr. Fuji and Professor Tanaka proudly display their WWWF tag team championship belts. 
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Ernie, on the left, and 
Emil Dusek made up 
one of the most fam- 
ous brother tag 
teams of all-time. 
They were known as 
“The Riot Squad.” 
There was a long- 
standing feud be- 
tween the Duseks 
and the brother 


combo of Babe and i. m 


Chris Zaharias as a * : 

result of a remark sna 

made by one of the \ —J * 
The top midget tag team of all-time was the combo of the late Zaharias brothers. ; 


Fuzzy Cupid and Sky Low Low. Fuzzy was known as the Gorge- 


ous George of midget wrestling. 


major attraction to the fans in Japan and in 
December of 1977 the promoters of All- 
Japan Pro Wrestling presented a two week 
tag team tourney with teams from around the 
world taking part. The Destroyer and Texas 
Red, Dory Jr. and Terry Funk. Korea’s Kim 
Duk and Kil Ill, Billy Robinson and Horst 
Hoffman, Giant Baba and Tommy Tsuruta, 
The Sheik and Abdullah The Butcher, 
Rusher Kimura and Great Kusatsu were 
among the teams that took part in the tour- 
nament. The winners of the round robin 
tourney were the Funk Bros. winning the 
final event when they beat The Sheik and 
Abdullah The Butcher. 

Getting back to the 1950s, another land- 
mark was made in 1953 when the Empire 
State lifted her ban to tag team wrestling and 
allowed it within her boundaries. May 11th, 
1953 was the date for the debut of tag team 
wrestling in New York State at the old 
Madison Square Garden. The two teams 
were composed of Hans Hermann and Hans 
Schmidt against the combination of Pat 
O'Connor and the late great Argentina 
Rocca. The match was won by the popular 
duo of O'Connor and Rocca. Tag team 
wrestling continued in New York State for a 
little over four years and then tag team 
wrestling and the sport in general was nearly 
outlawed. More information on that later in 
this saga. 

A father and son combination made their 
wrestling debut as a tag team in 1954. The 
duo comprised of Warren Bockwinkle and 
his son Nick. Today Warren Bockwinkle is 
retired from the wrestling scene. However, 

(Continued on page 60) 
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Lorraine Johnson and 
Penny Banner teamed to 
win the girl tag team title 
in a tournament. 


Fujinami 


Title From Estrada 


Oy, Jan. 23, 1978, in Madison Square 
Garden, a star was born when Tutsumi 
“Dragon’’ Fujinami defeated J Estrada to 
win the WWWF junior heavyweight title. 
This was Estrada’s first: defense of the ti- 
tle. He won it in a tournament and it was a 
shame that the talented Puerto Rican had to 
lose the belt so soon. But Estrada should not 
be embarrassed, because on this evening 
Fujinami displayed moves and holds that 
would have defeated any man in the sport. 
Watching Fujinami in action, one could 
see that the young sensation has perfected 
everything to a science. His drop kicks are 
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(Above) The Dragon 
has a side headlock 
on Estrada. (Left) 
Fujinami delivers a 
well placed dropkick. 
(Right) The referee 
straps the gold belt 
around the waist of 
Tutsumi Fujinami. 


Wins Jr. 


high and perfectly executed. His leg locks 
and arm bars are applied with the upmost 
precision, and his pet finisher, a hold that is 
known as the “‘Dragon Suplex,’" has to be 
seen to be believed. Fujinami was originally 
taught the basics of the sport by Antonio In- 
oki, and later, his scientific manuevers were 


tefined by the great Karl Gotch. Watching 

Fujinami in action one can see that the 

young star has learned his lessons well. In the short time that Fujinami has held 
Since winning the WWWF junior the title, he has proven to be a fighting 


heavyweight title, Fujinami has su 
defended his belt in Madison Square 
and the Olympic Auditorium, as well as in 
Japan 


champion and it shouldn’t be too long before 

the new Japanese sensation will be challeng- 

ing some of the bigger men in the s 
(Continued on page 
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What Makes 
A “Good Guy” 
Turn Mean? 
Ask Kevin 
Sullivan! 


By ALLAN BOLTE 


(Above) Sullivan waves to the fans. Kevin is one of the most 
popular wrestlers in the country. (Below) Sullivan faces an op- 
ponent in Japan. 


Kevin listens to instructions before a match. He has always had 
a reputation for “clean” wrestling. 
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(Above) Sullivan hits his adversary with a 
forearm smash. Kevin has wrestled all over 
the world. 


(Right) Kevin beats Alexis Smirnoff with his 
boot. Sullivan believes in the old saying, 
“When the going gets rough, the rough get 
going.” 


K. VIN Sullivan has long been considered one of the most popu- 
Jar wrestlers in the country and as long as he continues wrestling 
with his excellent, scientific style of grappling, and so long as he 
continues signing autographs and being polite with all his fans, his 
popularity will continue 

However, lately the young Irishman has been seeking revenge on 
many of the opponents who gave him rough matches: those who 
broke all the rules when they were in the ring against him 
Wrestlers like Alexis Smimoff of Russia: Kurt and Karl Von 
Steiger of Germany: Bob Roop of the United States all made at- 
tempts to seriously injure Kevin and hopefully put him out of 
wrestling. 

Now only 28 years old, Kevin has long been a firm believer in 
wrestling being a sport and therefore he followed the rules and 
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wrestled scientifically. However, when he found himself wrestling 
the aforementioned topnotchers he found in a hurry that it was dif- 
ficult to wrestle by the rulebook and at the same time save life and 
limb. 


he fans have been behind me all the way, all the time 
Kevin recently stated in an interview for RING WRESTLING 
magazine. “‘I really appreciate this and | am proud of the fact | 
have a large following of fans. 1 don’t ever want to let them down, 
However, it has gotten to the point where it’s getting difficult to 
stay the same Kevin Sullivan and still be the fans’ favorite. 

“The fans like wrestlers who are clean and scientific,” he con- 
tinued. “Up to now that has applied to me. But, I can only be 
pushed so far and I can only take so much. If you were a wrestler, 
how would you feel if your opponents were constantly kicking and 
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(Above) Kevin is a picture of the “classic athlete” as he smashes 
his opponent in the face. (Below) Smirnoff presses Kevin's throat 
into a rope. 


hitting you, gouging your eyes and choking you? What would you 
do? I have had enough. Some wrestlers have been good to me, 
others haven’t. Some of the wrestlers I have teamed with include 
Dean Ho, Pepper Gomez and Ray Stevens. I will back them 
forever. But, those who have done me wrong are going to pay for 
it. From now on, | am going to fight fire with fire.” 

Kevin first entered wrestling as a professional after wrestling 
successfully as an amateur in both high school and college. He was 
born in Boston and attended school there. While obtaining his edu- 
cation he majored in physical education and excelled in football, 
wrestling and track. 

It was while in college that his personal coach talked him into 
taking up wrestling professionally. He knew Sullivan had the 
speed, strength, brains and youth to be a success. 

Although he stands shorter than many wrestlers at 5'10", Kevin 
is very strong and solid, weighing 232 muscular pounds. His good 
looks, quick smile and charm make him popular with the female 
fans and they turn out in the hundreds to see him in action. 

“I have never been interested in wrestling,”’ one attractive young 
female stated recently at the matches. *‘I saw Kevin on a TV inter- 
view and I thought he was the greatest. | admired him like | have 
movie stars and ] went to the matches to see him wrestle. Now, | 
am one of his biggest fans and I hope he wins the championship 

Such is often the case for Kevin. He has a large following of 
fans wherever he appears and he is quick to admit they are one 
reason for his long strong of victories. Without the fans behind 
him, he would have very little moral support 

“I really appreciate all the fans,” Sullivan insisted. ‘I don’t 
think they realize how much they mean to me. To hear them yel- 
ling for me and to know they are there is a great help. I really 
appreciate all of them very much.”” : 

There were thousands of fans for Kevin during his wild feud 
with former AAU and Olympic Wrestling Champion Bob Roop. 
The two were former tag partners in Florida until Roop suddenly 
decided he wanted to break every rule he could. As a result, he 

(Continued on page 58) 


Sullivan teamed up with Haystack Calhoun for a match against 
Bob Roop and Les Thorton. 
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Johnny Rodz appears fierce as he steadies for attack on ring 


JOHNN 


Rodz Is seen getting ready for one of his aerial maneuvers from 
the top strand of the ropes. 


Y RODZ: 


THE UNPREDICTABLE 


By JOHN AREZZI 


W. TCHING this lightning fast grappler in the heat of battle is 
an experience most wrestling fans always remember. He is always 
on the offensive, and the rough style this ring veteran employs 
commands the respect of everyone he faces in the ring. His oppo- 
nents, fans, and promoters alike have come up with a nickname for 
this man, They claim they never know what he'll do next. He is 
the ‘‘Unpredictable,”” Johnny Rodz. 

Rodz, from Brooklyn, N.Y., is a veteran of fifteen years on the 
grunt and groan circuit, “and during that time, he has met the very 
best in the business. He is one of the most respected men in the 
game today, with a style which mixes street brawling with fast 
paced, flying manuevers. 

“I've been in this game for a lo! 


ime, Rodz recently stated. ‘I 


have never claimed to be a nice guy. I go out there to get the re- 
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spect of my opponent the moment the bell rings when I surprise 
him with a punch to the head or pounce on him from the top ropes. 
No matter who is in the ring with me, they know they're in for a 
rough time." How true Johnny’s statements are. Many are taken by 
surprise at Rodzs strength and quickness for someone who is only 5 
fi. 8 inches. Those who think they're in for an easy time again 
him almost always find themselves at the losing end of the battle 

Many wrestlers have an assortment of holds’ which they prefer 
when competing. Johnny is the same, but he has perfected a count- 
less number of holds that mean almost an assured victory once 
they’re applied. John’s favorite finisher is the ‘‘Suplex 

“LT use the Suplex when I know I got my man beat,’’ John+pro- 
udly smiled. “It is such a dangerous move that you can break a 
man’s back, neck or spine in an instant. Of course, I don’t use it to 
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Rodz pounds away unmercifully as he traps opponent between 
ropes in hefty skirmish. 


that extent, but once I do give my opponent the Suplex, he can 
start packing his bags, cause he’s as good as gone!” 

Although John’s Suplex is one move he often uses, there is 
something about his style that is very unique. Rodz uses the ring 
ropes better than anyone in the wrestling business today. A bewil- 
dered opponent never knows when Johnny will leap up on the 
ropes and pounce down on him. He does it so quickly that if you 
blink your eye you might miss the action. His quickness on the 
ropes has earned him a few more nicknames like ‘‘The Cricket’’, 
and ‘The Panther.’’ His opponents have other names they use, 
after losing to Rodz but they are unprintable. 

Johnny is a world traveler. He has been to most of the fifty 
States, and outside the U.S.A. He just recently completed a very 
successful tour of the Orient, where he met some of the greatest 
names in wrestling in heated confrontation 

“Japan was great, as far as competition goes, Rodz stated. Over 
there I met the best, including Giant Baba and the Destroyer. When 
I first arrived, I think they thought ‘Another American who just 
wants to brawl and not wrestle.’ Man, I showed them moves 
they'll never see in another fifty years. They will never forget 
Johnny Rodz over there.” Rodz is quite true in his statements. Re- 
ports tell us that he has already been invited back for a return visit, 
an honor few wrestlers can brag about 

What does a man like Johnny Rodz do outside the wrestling 
business? Like most wrestlers, John trains vigoresly. On weekends 
he works 10 to twelve hours a day, that is if he is not wrestling 
somewhere. John also has a very successful jewelery business in 
New York. His hands are very skillful, and he makes custom made 
jewelry for many wrestlers. Some of his regular customers include 
the Grand Wizard and Fred Blassie, among others. “I take as much 
pride in the outside (Continued on page 59) 
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(Above) Johnny catches his opponent by surprise and is about 
to flip him over his left shoulder. (Below) Rodz is also punishing 
on floor work, as he displays strong armlock. 


(Above) Did Tami pull the hair of her opponent, Brenda Starr 
“No,” yells Tami to the referee. Miss Love has Brenda in leg sci- 
sors. (Right) Those Irish Eyes Are Smiling for RING WRESTL- 
ING readers. Tami would like to tour Ireland one of these days. 
She still has cousins in the Emerald Isle. 


‘TAMI 
LOVE: 


Sweetheart 


Of ‘The Mat 


By GENE GORDON 


I sounds like something right out of Hollywood. but. the Tami 
Love Story is for real. 

Tami was working as a waitress in a restaurant in her hometown 
of Kerenersville, North Carolina. The eatery was no dive and the 
customers were steady and the Southern cooking by the restaurant 
was known for miles around. It happened to be a favorite spot for 
the wrestlers working the North Carolina circuit after a card in 
nearby Greensboro. Tami got to know all the wrestlers and struck 
up friendship with one wrestler in particular. The wrestler was no 
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regular guy. He happened to be Benny 
McGuire of the famous international 700- 
pound wrestling twin. 

It all started when Benny was having his 
desert. After he had finished his pie and 
Tami gave him his check he found out that 
he had left his wallet at home. A very em- 
barrassing situation for a man of 700 pounds 
who has just ate a complete six course di- 
nner to find he had no money to pay the tab. 
Benny explained the situation to Tami who, 
in return, informed the manager. The man- 
ager was new to the area and didn’t know 
about Benny or any of the other wrestlers 
being regular customers. He thought that 
Benny had tried to rip off the restaurant. Se- 
eing Benny getting a little red in the face 
over the accusations being made by the new 
manager, Tami interrupted and vouched for 
Benny McGuire. That got him off the hook. 

Benny promised to return and pay the bill 
in the next two days. The word of Benny 
McGuire was kept and he returned to pay the 
bill, In appreciation for the kindness and ev- 
erything that Tami did to save an embarras- 
sing situation for Benny, the famous twin 
wanted to give Miss Love the little gift of a 
fifty-dollar bill. Miss Love refused. Benny 
then asked her if she would like to go to a 
wrestling card as his guest. Miss Love 
agreed and a date was set. 

Tami had watched professional wrestling 
‘on TV for years and had even gone to a few 
matches during her younger years. She re: 
called that her favorite girl wrestler wa: 
Penny Banner. So going to the matches was 
nothing new for Tami. However, this time it 
was different. 

Tami got to meet all the wrestlers and the 
promoter when Benny introduced her to 
them. She had always’ liked wrestling but 
getting in behind the scenes was just too 
much for her. She was bitten by the wrestl- 
ing bug. After the matches she confided to 
her wrestling friend that she would like to 
become a professional girl wrestler. Benny 
talked with Tami and realized that she was 
indeed serious about becoming a pro girl 
wrestler, 

After a training period. the young lady 
from Kennersville, North Carolina was ready 
to make her debut. That was in 1976 and the 
two year career of Tami Love has taken her 
all over the South and parts of Canada, and 
she recently completed a tour of Japan. She 
was recently offered a large contract for an 
extended tour of Central and South America, 
However, she told this writer that she is try- 
ing to get the promoter to allow her to wres- 
tle only for three months, rather than the 
total of ten months, they had wished to sign 
her up for. 

Miss Love is 20 years old. stands five feet 
Seven inches and hits the scales at 135. She 
has wrestled such stars as Brenda Starr, 
Sandy Partlow. Jeamine Harrell. and Daisy 
Mae. among others. When not wrestling. she 
playing the guitar and listening to her 
ite country western music stars: Dolly 
Patron, Merel Haggard. and Ronnie Milsap. 
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Sandy Partlow screams as Tami twists her arm. Tami stands 5'7" and weighs 135 pounds, 


according to the figures made available. 


This blue-eyed, brown haired, — fair- 
complexed young lady reminds this veteran 
wrestling reporter ‘of another waitress turned 
wrestlers, Mildred Burke. Tami has the abt 
ity, knowledge, and good looks to go right 
to the top of the mat profession, and I sin- 
cerely feel that. like any Hollywood story, it 
will all end happily and. in this case. with 
Tami Love as a champion 


When writing letters that require an 
answer please send along stamped 


self addressed envelope. 


Internationally famous 
Women’s Wrestling Club 


— A.W.W.A. — 
Now offering PHOTOS & FILMS also 
membership in new BOOSTER 
CLUB—see wrestling matches in 
person. For brochure send $2 to: 


A.W.W.A 
Box 19 
SOUNDVIEW STATION 
BRONX, N. Y. 10472 
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OX BAKER: 
Are There 
Any Meaner? 
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/ Nn 
(Left) Baker strangles an opponent. 
(Above) He’s working on the neck of 
another foe. Mayhem is Ox Baker's ring 
approach. 


By JOHN AREZZI 


Wircsige a wrestling match is one of 
the most exciting pastimes of many people 
all over the world. More than one avid fan 
has seen a match get out of hand and the 
wrestlers involved almost cause a riot. There 
is one huge grappler that causes havoc al- 
most every time he steps into a ring. He 
stands 6 ft 6 inches and weighs over three 
hundred pounds. If you would ask any fan 
whose area he’s appeared in, “who is the 
meanest wrestler you"ve ever seen’, the an- 
swer will always be the same. I’m speaking 
about Ox Baker, more animal than wrestler. 

Little is known about the man’s past, be- 
sides the fact that he has been terrorizing the 
wrestling world since the mid 1960's. He 
has put dozens of men into hospital beds all 
over the world, and at least two men have 
died after wrestling him 

His sneer is famous, and if his looks don’t 
scare you to death, his actions in the ring 
will. His belief is, if there is a man rougher 
than him in the wrestling business, and that 
man proves it, Ox will leave the ring for 
good. “I scare the daylights out of every 
opponent I step inside the ring with,” Ox 
snarled. “*I don’t care if he’s been in the 
business for twenty years, or a green rookie, 
when anyone steps in there with me, they 
better be prepared for the roughest battle of 
their life. If they're scared, it gives me that 
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much more pleasure when I stomp the man 
into the ground!” 

Many times professional wrestlers might 
exaggerate just a little bit. They talk about 
maiming men, sending them into the hospi- 
tal, and even killing them, But, most really 
don’t mean what they say. 1 sincerely be- 
lieve that Ox Baker mans what he says when 
he talks about crippling an opponent. Inter- 
viewing the man was one of the most 
frightening experiences of my life. Imagine 
stepping inside the ring with him? I couldn't 
be paid enough. “I’ve actually had matches 
with some so-called all American boys 
where they.ran out of the ring and lost on a 
count out, just to avoid getting the stuffing 
beat out of them,”’ Baker laughed. *‘I find it 
amusing that I scare these sissies as much as 
Ido, It’s a riot.” 

Ox is known to be especially hard on 
youngsters, and he has sent countless rookies 
into early retirement. “I love going into the 
ring with a youngster,” Ox gleamed. “If he 
can survive a beating from me, he’s got 
guts. I still don’t respect him though. | don’t 


(Above) Baker uses the long range approach as he sets to de- 
liver a shot to the head. (Right) He’s pressuring opponent before 
trapping him with ring ropes. (Below) Ox tells announcer how 


he’s going to destroy his next opponent. 


respect no one. Sure, I've sent some kids 
home packing before their careers had a 
chance to start, but they don’t belong in the 
business if they can’t take a licking. Hell, if 
they make it through a match with me, then 
they can be assured that their encounter with 
me will be the roughest match of their 
lives.” 

Every wrestler has a pet hold. Ox Baker’s 
pet hold fits his personality. It not only 
scares the daylights out of its recipient, but it 
is also devastating. The Baker ‘“‘heart 
punch” is one of the most, dangerous moves 
in the history of the sport. Ox lifts his vic~ 
tim’s left arm up, and while pulling the man 
towards him, he smaskes his left fist into his 
helpless opponent's heart. Once the heart 
punch is given, the match is over nine out of 
ten times, And if Ox is particularly mad at 
an opponent, he lifts the man off the mat 
and gives him another heart punch. If a sec- 
ond heart punch is given, more than likely 
the victim is taken to the hospital for an ex- 
tended ‘ 

Ox has had his share of titles, but they 


mean nothing to him. “I could win every 
title in the world,” Ox says, ‘‘but I'd rather 
continue just beating a man to pulp than win 
a belt. When I do win titles, it means no- 
thing. But, it means that I’m going to kill to 
keep it, if I have to! One thing a champi- 
onship belt is good for is beating someone 
over the head with.”” 

Baker is not invincible. He has lost more 
than one match. Most of his losses come on 
disqualificatio: His tactics are too much 
for most referees to handle, so they disqual- 
ify him. I'd like to add that more than one 
referee has been subject to a beating from 
Baker. 

“The referees all pity my opponents,” 
Baker yells. ‘*They know I’m the roughe: 
so they watch me more than they would 
most others. They can disqualify me as 
much as they want to. | don’t care. A dis- 
qualification just means that the man I beat 
couldn't take it, and couldn't match up to 
me, But, when a referee is stupid enough to 
try manhandling me, he had better be pre- 
pared to feel some real pain.”’ 


(Continued on page 59) 
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Wrestling has come 
alive in Africa. 
Nigeria has led 
the way with 

top stars. 


By TOM BURKE 


Prcsstionat wrestling has become 
heart of the sporting scene in Nigeria with 
the efforts of the Pegson International Prom- 
otions based out of Lagos 

Professional wrestling has been promoted 
under various banners in Nigeria over the 
last dozen years. However, in the autumn of 
1977 a union was made between the Pegson 
Promotions and the other major promotional 
body in Nigeria, The Power Mike Wrestling 
promotions. They, in turn, have joined the 
World Wrestling Federation headed by vet- 
eran Spanish promoter Luis Gil Esparaza. 
The WWF has an international membership 
of promoters from: England, Germany. 
Spain, France, Argentina, Ghana, Lebanon, 
Hong Kong, India and other areas around the 
world. 

Mr. Peter P.O. Eruteya heads the Pegson 
International Promotions and is the WWF 
representative for Africa. Promoter Eruteya 
has presented wrestling to sellout crowds in 
the major cities of Nigeria. 

A recent card in Lagos brought a world 
championship match for the fans. Mike 
Bamidele, better known as “The African 
Tiger,’ put his world lightweight champi- 
onship on the line against Baron Ivan Pen- 
zecoff. Bamidele won the championship 
when he defeated Antonio Montoro in Mad- 
rid, Spain on April 13th, 1977. 

The title event, promoted in Lagos, drew 
thousands of fans to see the champion- 
ip match. The world title was put on the 
line in a ten round (5 minutes each) ir. The 


(Above) Mike Bamidele is congratulated by 
@ government official on his victory over an 
opponent. (Right) Peter Eruteya, director of 
Pegson International Promotions, is setting 
up a tournament to determine African 
champions in various weight classes. 


crowd was 100% for their native son, Mike 
Bamidele, to defeat the jish-born Rus- 
sian. The event just went to the third round 
when Bamidele knocked out his challenger 
by a combination of vicious headbutts. Pen- 
zecoff was dazed and thrown out of the rit 
by the African Tiger. The referee assigned to 
match by WWF president, counted the chal- 
lenger out 

The fans were in a state of excitement 
when Bamidele’s hand was raised in victory 
Hundred of fans rushed to the ring and lifted 
Bamidele on their shoulders and carried him 
to his dressing room. With enthusiastic fans 
like this it is littke wonder that the Pegson 
Promotions have been a success. 

Another favorite star with the 
fans is Ben Lion Heart, the current national 
heavyweight champion. Heart has wrestled 
in most of the major WWF wrestling cities. 


Nigeria: Mat Hot Spot 


IN AFRICA 
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Mike Bamidele, “The African Tiger,” poses 
with his world light heavyweight champi- 
onship belt. The crown was a gift from fans 
in his native Nigeria. 


He won a claim to the world heavyweight 
championship in 1974 when he won a tour- 
nament in Kampala, Uganda, defeating Ali 
Baba of Lebanon. Idi Amin, Uganda presi- 
dent for life, presented Ben Lion Heart with 
the championship belt. 

Since 1974, the situation in Uganda has 
changed and the sport of wrestling is no 
longer promoted there as far as this writer 
knows. 

Promoter Eruteya has imported some ex- 
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Ben Lion Heart, national heavyweight 
champion of Nigeria, in a test of strength 


cellent wrestling talent to treat the fans in 
Nigeria. Some of the wrestlers that have ap- 
peared in Nigeria have been: Honey Boy 
Zimba, Ray “Golden Boy’? Apollon, John 
Black, Johnny Kwango, Klondike Jake and 
others of international fame. Girl wrestlers 
were imported from France in 1976. Blanche 
Brown and Michelle gave an excellent ac- 
count of themselves while on 
Nigeria, Negotiations are under way with 
Sandy Parker, the current United States Girl 


tour of 


with Honey Boz Zimba. Heart won a claim 
to the world title in 1974. 


Champion and the only active black girl 
wrestler in the country today, for a tour of 
Nigeria 

One of the projects that Mr. Eruteya is 
working on is that of having a tournament to 
determine an African champion for the vari- 
ous weight classes. In a correspondence of 
recent date from Mr. Eruteya the promoter 
states that he has started to contact other 
promoters in Africa and hopes to have a 


(Continued on page 59) 
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(Above) Madril has a headlock on Siegfried Stonke during their 
Houston match. 


“Underrated” 
Madril May Soon 
Be Number One 


By GEORGE NAPOLITANO 


Drees nic is a term used to describe an individual that 
constantly goes out and does the job asked of him without ever re- 
ceiving the national recognition or exposure that he rightfully de- 
serves. Such a description fits Texas heavyweight champion, Al- 
berto Madril to a tee. 

If you were to scan the ratings of any national publication it’s 
safe to assume that you would not find Alberto Madril’s name 
listed among the top wrestlers. Yet, Madril has captured the Texas 
Heavyweight title three times, The Pacific Northwest Heavyweig 
championship, the Pacific Coast title, The World tag team title with 
Pepper Gomez, and the Texas tag team title with Jose Lothario. 
With such an outstanding record, Alberto Madril deserves to be 
listed among the top men in the sport. 

Besides the numerous titles Madril has won, the good looking 
Mexican has also held former NWA champion Jack Brisco to three, 
one-hour draws (while Brisco held the title) and, more recently, 
Madril has wrestled Harley Race to two one-hour draws. With any 
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Alberto bends the arm of Gene Lewis. The match was held in 
Fort Worth, Texas. 
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(Above) Madril takes a flying leap and Stonke is about to fall. (Right) Alberto is inter- 


viewed following his Fort Worth victory. 


bit of luck, the popular Madril would be the NWA champion to- 
day, but the Mexican is still young and some day he just may make 
it to the top 

“Wrestling for the title was the biggest opportunity that I ever 
had,’ Madril stated before a match in Houston, Texas. “Not ev- 
eryone gets this chance to wrestle for the belt, but when- you do, 
you know you have been doing something right. This has been the 
biggest thing for me since turning professional. All it takes is one 
false move, a little slip up, and you're no longer sitting on top of 
the world, But so far it’s been a little frustrating for me. On five 
different occasions I've wrestled the champion to a draw, but I 
know that if I just keep on trying, someday | will get that belt.” 

Madril has been wrestling professionally for seven years, having 
started in Guadeljera, Mexico, and it is here that Madril learned the 
basics of his sport. For this reason his style is very ‘*Mexican’” 
oriented, that is, he relies to a great extent on speed and flying tac- 
tics. “‘In Mexico, the wrestlers are much lighter and they use flying 
maneuvers a great deal.”” Madrjl stated. “Every great wrestler that 
has come out of Mexico relies on these types of maneuvers. I feel 
that it has worked pretty well for me. I learned a great deal from 
my unele, Rito Romero, who was one of the top wrestlers in Texas 
for years, and I’ve put all of his teaching to good use in the ring 
here in the United States 

Besides the overall basic maneuvers that Madril depends upon in 
the ring. the Mexican frequently uses either the flying leap off the 
top rope, the flying shoulder block, or the crucifix to capture that 
all important victory. ‘*These holds have been very effective for 
me,” Madril related, “but I’ve been working on a few others that I 
feel will help me move up a few more notches in this profession.” 

In his corner, Madril has faced and defeated many of the top 
men in the sport. Included among these are: Black Gordman. the 
Great Goliath, Ox Baker? Big John Studd, Superstar Billy Graham, 
Bull Ramos, Abdullah the Butcher and many, many. more. “It 
doesn’t make a difference to me who I face,’’ the popular Madril 
stated. “I'll never back down from anyone no matter how big nor 
how strong they're supposed to be. As you may recall from the 
story of David and Goliath, every big could fall, and in my career 
I've surprised quite a few of these big men. 


JULY, 1978 


eet 


The popular Mexican signs autographs before his match. 


So far, Madril has wrestled mainly on the Pacific coast and in 
Texas. but in the future the popular Mexican hopes to get the 
chance to wrestle in the Carolinas and also the WWWEF area. “‘It 
would be a pleasure to travel to the east coast to wrestle. I’ve heard 
so much about the crowds and the competition that is on the east 
and someday I would really love to show off my talents to the 
knowledgeable east coast fans.”” (Continited on page 58) 
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Wis: TLING experts trom around, the 

wotld-agree that: Gino’ Herninde?- could very 

well be the nexi superstar of professional 

wrestling. He possesses all the skills needed: 
stichsas quickness in the ring. a great. repei- 
toire of wresifing: maneuvers. and most jn- 
portantly. determination, 

oy, x 


When he captured the’ United: States Champ 
eicran Bulldog Don Kent: 
ns during the bout, Gino. 

‘ould: have 


and nimmied-a comeback 
that had the fans.on their feet. Moments lal 
ete Kent's shoulders, Were pressed 16, ‘the 
ivas and ‘Detroit crowned: a new champion” 
in Gino Hermandez!! f 


Gina Hernandez 
‘Wrestling’s Next Superstar? 


Gino’ with a headlock on “Bulldog” Don 
Kent. 


_ In an interview, Gino tells Bob Finnegan 
“that/he will not back down from any chal- 


fenge. 


ready for action. 


RING WRESTLING — 


Ivan Kohloff tries to 
twist Gino's head 
right off his shoul- 
ders. 


Hernandez has everything under control in his match with The Sheik as he pounds away 
at the villain. 


JULY, 1978 


After the bout, Gino was speechless but 
one could see the satisfaction written across 
his f From that moment on Gino was the 
people’s champion. Suddenly, overnight, he 
had the entire city behind him. 

The pound Texan turned back chal- 
lenger after challenger, including George 
Steele, Abdullah the Butcher, Ivan Kohloff, 
Luke Graham, Stan Stasiak, King Curtis, 
Ripper Collins, Frankie Laine, and yes, even 
the Sheik, The Sheik and his manager Eddie 
Creachman used every trick in the book, but 
like so many times in the past, Gino fought 
right back and held the Sheik to a 30-minute 
draw 

Since winning the title, Gino says he’s 
learned that scientific wrestling cannot al- 
ways be used. ‘‘When I won the title several 
weeks ago, I told myself that ] would defend 
it against any challengers and rely strictly on 
scientific holds to win. But after several 
matches I quickly learned that my opponents 
are in there to win at any cost even if that 
includes punching, kicking or biting. So now 
I'm forced to fight with my fists. It’s not my 
style but it’s something that has to be 
done.’ 

Many people believe Gino has defeated 
the majority of top challengers and the road 
from here on is downhill. But Gino believes 
differently. “‘It’s true that I have defeated 
many of the world’s top challengers but you 
cannot take any match lightly. You must 
train just as hard for a match against a 
rookie as you would for a match against a 
veteran. These rookies go into the ring to 
make a name for themselves. They may 
catch you off guard for a split second and 
before you know it, you're an ex-champion. 
The secret of holding the championship is to 
never underestimate the ability of your op- 


Tex McKenzie spoke briefly 
about the champion. ‘‘In all the years I've 
been associated with wrestling I have never 
seen a man catch on as quickly as Gino has. 
When he’s in the ring he acts like a seasoned 
veteran and his moves are something else. 
I'm not exaggerating when I say Gino Her- 
nandez is gonna be the next Bruno Sammar- 
tino of the wrestling world.” 

During a recent program in Ohio, Gino 
Hernandez was involved in a tag team match 
with Dusty Rhodes as his partner. Their op- 
ponents were the Sheik and Abdullah the 
Butcher. It was a wild affair with the advan- 
lage swinging from one team to the other. 
Suddenly, the villains grabbed Rhodes and 
beat him with a chair. Gino was defenseless 
and before he knew it, he was also attacked. 
Both men. suffered slight concussions and 
Gino is now seeking revenge. ‘These two 
animals have to be stopped before they kill 
someone. They give wrestling a bad name 
and | feel it’s my duty as champion to rid 
the sport of them once and for all.”” 

When the Sheik and Abdulah received 
word Gino was gunning for them, the two 
packed their bags and are currently wrestling 
in Canada. “They'll have to return sooner or 
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(Above) Hernandez proudly holds his belt 
aloft after defeating Abdullah The Butcher. 
(Right) Gino traps The Sheik in a side 
headlock. 


later,”” says Gino, *tand when they do I'll be 
waiting.”” 

Ripper Collins has issued a challenge to 
Gino Hernandez and he seems extremely 
confident that he can strip Gino of the belt. 
“There’s no doubt in my mind that | can 
whip the big-mouthed punk. I’ve been chas- 
ing him around the world and | have finally 
trapped him. He won't stand a chance 
against the magnificent Ripper Collins.”” 

“I've never backed down from any chal- 
lenger,”’ remarked Gino, ‘and Ripper Col- 
lins won't be any different. 1] would like no- 
thing better than wrestle Collins and prove to 
him once and for all that I’m the superior 
wrestler. Victory over Collins would be very 
satisfying.” 

Detroit's promoter Fancis Fleaser was 
quick in signing this match and the fans 
packed the Cobo Arena for the championship 
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battle. The wild Hawaiian was. the first to 
step into the ring. ‘A thunderous applause 
greeted the champion as he made his way 
down the aisle. Before Gino could enter the 
ting, Collins attacked, Vicious kicks and 
punches staggered Hernandez. As Gino 
pulled himself up off the mat he met Collins 
with a flying dropkick. The blow sent him to 
the canvas and Gino pressed him for the vic- 
tory. Once again Gino exited the ring with 
the gold belt strapped around his waist 

Gino’s next title defense would not be an 
easy one. As a matter of fact it would be his 
last 

The Sheik returned 
Canada wilder than ever, The Sheik wanted 
the belt and Gino wanted revenge. This 
would be no ordinary wresiling match. Both 
men were programmed io permanently injure 
the other. It would be one of the wildest 


from his tour of: 


matches ever presented in Detroit 

‘As usual, a standing room only crowd was 
on hand to witness the great Gino Hernandez 
in action. -As the arena lights dimmed, out 


charged the Sheik and manager Eddie 
Creachman. “Where are you, Gino Hernan- 


dez!’” Creachman screamed into the mic- 
rophone. ‘Come out for your public exec: 
tion, Mr. Champion.”” Before another word 
could be spoken, Gino trotted out of his 
dressing room. A chant of ‘*Go, Gino, Go’’, 
shook the arena walls. 

Immediately, both men tore into one 
another, The Sheik wasted no time in receiv- 
ing an object from Creachman. But before 
he had an opportunity to use it, Hernandez 
grabbed it and turned the tables on the 
Sheik. The champion poked the Sheik with 
the wooden object and blood poured from 

(Continued on page 59) 


RING WRESTLING 


By ROBERT J. RUIZ 


Once upon a time. in Windemere, England. there was born a 
son of Regal heritage to the prominent family of Hayes. From that 
moment on, young Lord Alfred had his destiny planned. He was to 
carry on family traditions in a manner most befitting an individual 
of his station and carriage. However, the sandy haired youth had 
inclinations in a different direction. away from stuffy mansions and 
palaces, to-that of the wide open spaces of the soccer fields. 

Naturally, such athletic pursuits did not sit well with family ties 
but young Alfred’ was adamant. Soccer or **Football’’ as called in 
Britain, is a national past time abroad in much the same way 
baseball is in America. Everyone plays it from the time they are 
able to walk alone but unlike baseball, soccer is rough and tough 
with broken bones being common place. Hardly the place for a 
young Lord to be. 

“T loved rugby and soccer’, explained his Lordship. “*l loved 
athletics to the detriment of my education. I was playing soccer 
with Chelsea in the English first division for a time Such an ac- 
complishment was no small feat when one considers the volumous 
number of Britishers competing for the same honors. 

Hayes first became acquainted with wrestling by sheer chance, A 
soccer injury had caused him to take time off from the playing 
fields, whereupon the team physician sent Lord Alfred to one 
Johnny Johnson for recuperation exercises on the injured leg. 
Johnson also ran a wrestling gym and Hayes decided to give it a 
whirl. 


‘THE TROTH ABOUT 
LORD HAYES AND 
SUPER DESTROYER 


(Above) Lord Hayes 
hardly shows his 
lordly manners as he 
strangles an oppo- 
nent on the ropes. 
(Right) Super D. is 
poised atop ring 
ropes, ready to 
pounce on Billy 
Francis, returning to 
ring. i 


JULY, 1978 


Super Destroyer, a persistent pursuer, is shown stomping Roy 
Stevens into defeat. 


To the amazement of all. including Hayes himself. the muscular 
Lord defeated every other wrestler in the place. Johnson suggested 
Hayes forget soccer and tour the ring circuit. “And I've been on 


the road ever since."* laughed the Britain 

For a time. Hayes tried to bend to his father’s wishes by going 
into something a little more befitting his station, English polities 
Somehow. daily ventures to the House of Parliament and rubbing 
elbows with such noteworthies as Prine Phillip just didn’t have the 
same appeal to Alfred as did gouging eyes or pulling hair 

It is said that England lost a great potential statesman when the 
curly haired Hayes left politics and concentrated all his efforts on 
the ring. Asa carryover from soccer. the Lord much preferred the 
rough and ready shcool of wrestling. which became his trademark. 
while forever classifying himself as a villian. 

Away from the ring. Hayes is a throughly captivating man with a 
rare wit and charm that has stood him well in his chosen profes- 
sion. He car over these Same attributes to his various television 
interviews while parlaying his pseudo-snobbery into an image that 
fans love to hat 

Hayes’ dress. like his manner. is impeccable. Since. devoting 
most of his current energies into managing the awe-inspiring Super 
Destroyer. Lord Alfred has taken to wearing expensive tuxedos into 
the ring while seconding his man. He delights in expounding on his 
nobility. much to the fans dismay. and constantly reminds. lest one 
forget. that he is of regal birth 

Although Hayes entered the AWA in 1977 as a wrestler. the 
tousled haired Britisher has been pretty much retired from circuit 
wrestling in 1978, While a tough and. capable grappler in his own 
right. Alfred decided that efforts bent on making masked man 
Super Destroyer a world champion would be far more logical. In 
the Super Destroyer. Hayes has a formidable weapon to unleash. 
tanding 6-6. with 280 Ibs to be feared. 
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(Above) Lord Hayes and Super D. acknowledge the cheers and 
boos of the crowd after another victory. (Below) The masked 
Super Destroyer shows no mercy as he attacks Jim Brunzell. 
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Super Destroyer is shown in action against Billy Robinson. This 
match ended in a technical draw. 


Lord Hayes is shown in match against Jim Brunzell last year. 
Hayes lost the contest and turned his career around to managing 
the Super Destroyer. 


Since acquiring the expert services of his Lordship, the “*Super 
D.”’ as he likes to be called, has allowed Hayes to do all inter- 
views while remaining silent before TV cameras. Since the En- 
glishman loves to talk more than eat. the arrangement works out 
admirably. 

Hayes calls his hooded protege ‘*The omnipotent being’’, an apt 
title describing one who is all powerful. of unlimited strength. As 
expected. Super D. is a rule breaker and bone breaker, for that 
matter. Fast, clever and hard hitting, the masked man is something 
to see in action and is currently regarded as the logical successor to 
the AWA title now held by Nick Bockwinkle. However. promotors 
are reluctant to match villian against villian so Destroyer has yet to 
be given his shot at the belt despite a fine win record. including 
wins over Jim Brunzell, Billy Francis and Pedro Morales. 


JULY, 1978 


In a relaxed moment, before a match, Super Destroyer and Lord 
Hayes discuss an article in Ring Wrestling magazine. 


Super Destroyer ‘has a small but vociferous following. He's 
shown talking to some of his fans. 


Super D. granted this magazine one of his rare interviews in re- 


(Continued on page 62) 
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WESTERN CANADA IGNORED 


E have some of the best profes- 
sional wrestling in the world and | never 
see any stories on some of the top men 
that wrestle in this part of Canada. | want 
to know why you have not had any arti- 
cles on wrestling from Calgary in so long. 
Ring Wrestling use to have feature 
stories but nothing has been printed in 
quite some time. | think it is long over 
due. 

Gary Appleton 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 


Ed. Note: We will be having an exclu- 
sive feature on the wrestling action 
promoted by Stu Hart in a future edi- 
tion of this magazine. 


MISS GODDARD TOP WRITER 


| just want to say that | have really en- 
joyed reading the fine articles written by 
the number one girl wrestling reporter, 
Vickie Goddard. She has always given a 
fine account of the wrestling personalities 
that she writes about. If an award would 
ever be presented to the top girl wrestling 
reporter than Miss Vickie Goddard would 
win with no rouble at all 
Richard Goldsmith 
Washington, D.C. 


BACKLUND MAKES IT RIGHT 


The former NAAC wrestling champion 
Bob Backlund showed the world that all 
the pomp, circumstances, showmanship 
and body beautiful isn't what the sport is 
all about, After 15 mins of wrestling ac- 
tion on February 29th, 1978 the All 
American Boy made short work of 
Backlund and pinned him to become the 
new World Wide Wrestling Champi- 
onship. Long live the new King. 

Darla Olson 
Elmhurst, New York 


32 


Bob Backlund has started a new chap- 
ter of wrestling in the East Coast. The 
youngster from Minnesota has become 
the best wrestler to step into the East 
Coast territory since Bruno Sammartino. 

Ronnie Johnson 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Bob Backlund has only been wrestling 

four years and is now the holder of the 

World Wide Wrestling Federation's 
champion. Long live the new mat king. 

Wallace B. Wilson 

Brooklyn, New York 


| first saw Bob Backlund wrestle in Ok- 
lahoma and was impressed then. When 
my correspondent informed me_ that 
Backlund defeated Superstar Graham it 
was no shock to me. | predicated that 
Bobby would be a champion in a matter 
of time. The time has now arrived and | 
hope that Bob will hold on to the title for 
many years. 
James Hunter 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 


SUPERSTAR WILL RETURN 


Billy “Superstar” Graham will be back 
on the top of the wrestling world in a mat- 
ter of months. He will regain the champi- 
Onship from that jumping jack Backlund. | 
predicted that Graham would win the title 
from Bruno and | feel that history will be 
repeated when Billy regains the title by 
defeating the Backlund fellow. 

Roger Kernski 
Lodi, New Jersey 


MIDGET GIRL ACTION LIKED 


Very little material is printed in other 
wrestling publications on the girls, how- 
ever, the Ring Wrestling magazine al- 
ways give the best coverage on the 
ladies. In the April issue of RW the article 
on the midget girls was tops. | hope that 
you will continue to give coverage to 
these little wrestling maids. 

Helen Neuve 
Memphis, Tenn. 


GREAT COVERAGE 


Ring Wresting is the only magazine 
around that you can purchase and find 
articles on main eventers, nostalgia, girl 
features, international items and on the 
lup and coming wrestlers. | have always 
lenjoyed the Ring Wrestling since | first 
purchased my first issue back in 1965. | 
Ihave never missed an issue of Ring 
Wrestling and don't plan too. | also want 
ito say that | like your new rating system. 

Jeff Davis 
Canton, OHio 


BLASSIE STILL TOP CLASS 


The article on Fred Blassie by John 
Arezzi was one of the best that | have 
ever read on the famous blond. Fred is 
one of the best men in the sport. His 
fame is known around the world and | 
have known Fred for many years. As a 
matter of fact after World War Two the 
Classy Blassie and | were in the same 
trade as butchers. | stayed in the beef 
industry and Fred went to become the 
King of Men. 

Henry Horwitz 
St. Louis, Mo. 


GIRL 


WRESTLING 
DIRECTORY 


The “INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORY 
OF AMATEUR ALE WRESTL- 
ING"’, the only publication of its kind! Over 


500 active listings of Wrestling Clubs, Film 


Outlets, Publications, and PERSONALS 
(contact directly). $10. AM-FEM CO., Box 
93, Cooper Station (R), NYC 10003. FREE 
LISTING FOR ALL SUBSCRIBERS! 


New England Women’s Amateur 
Wrestling Association, Inc. 


\ 
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aa 
“GRAPEVINE” 


PUBLICATION & 
Sample 


information 
$2.50 


established club actively seeking new members 

WRESTLING - BOXING Amateur Style 
NEWAWA Inc. 

Dept, RP-19- P.O. Box 435- Torrington. CT 06790 
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JUST 
ASK 


RING 
%, WRESTLING 


WELCOME to the most authoritative question and an- 
swer column in the wrestling media. The Ring has 
been following the mat sport since 1935 when it first 
printed pages in its monthly boxing magazine. 


Q. Is it true that Yvon Robert died and what became of 
his son Yvon Jr 

R. Bousquet 

Worcester, Mass. 


A. Yvon Robert who held the world crown several times 
passed away on July 12th, 1971 in Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada. Yvon Robert ur. retired from the sport a couple of 
years ago due to a bad back injury. He is a businessman in 
Montreal today. 


Q. How many wrestling bears are currently active? 
T. Lawson 
Macon, Georgia 


A. Last count we knew of four active wrestling bears ap- 
pearing around the country. They are: Terrible Ted, Victor 
The Wrestling Bear, Smokey, and Sampson. 


Q. How tall is Tiger Jeet Singh and how old is he? 
B. Price 
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 


A. Tiger Jeet Singh stands six feet three inches tall and 
hits the scales at 260 pounds, Singh is in his early 30's and 
is probably one of the greatest Indian wrestlers to come to 
North America. Rumor has it that Singh has recently signed a 
open contract with a top promoter in the States for an ex- 
tended tour. 


Q. Is Bruno Sammartino still wrestling 


E. Pizzaro 
Union City, New Jersey 


A. Bruno Sammartino took a little time off from the mat 
sport only wrestling once or twice a month. Today, Bruno is 
back in action and teaming with his good friend, Dom De- 
Nucci in the World Wrestling Alliance circuit in hopes to gain 
the tag title currently held by the Valiants. 


Q. When did Lou Thesz first win the world title and is he 
still involved in wrestling 


D. Allison 
Chicago, Illinois 


JULY, 1978 


This is George Wagner, who later became known, to millions as 
Gorgeous George. Many wrestlers have tried to copy him, but 
none have ever had the unique style of the late Gorgeous one. 


A. Lou Thesz first won the world championship on De- 
cember 29th, 1937 when he defeated Everett Marshall in St. 
Louis, Missouri. Thesz held the world championship a total of 
six times longer than any other professional wrestler. Today, 
Thesz is still involved in wrestling as the president of the Uni- 
versal Wrestling Alliance. This promotional group has been 
active in Mexico in recent years. Thesz is still in great de- 
mand as a wrestler and recently drew 50,000 fans in Mexico 
City in a match against Mil Mascarsas which ended in a 
draw. Lou is underway in negotiations with promoters in India 
for a rematch with their national champion, Dara Singh. The 
last time they met was in 1970 in Bombay and drew 60,000 
fans. Ring Wrestling will be having an exclusive interview 
with Thesz in a future issue tracing his career from those 
early years during the depression right up to the present. 


Q. How many Gorgeous George's were there? Could you 
please print a photo of the original Gorgeous George, when 
he was George Wagner 


L. Werman 
Eugene, Oregon 


A. There was only one original Gorgeous George who 
was active from the late 40's to his death in 1963, During the 
middle fifties a look alike Gorgeous George appeared on the 
scene. He was billed as Gorgeous George Grant. Today, 
there is a wrestler billed as Gorgeous George Jr. There was 
also a Gorgeous George Allen in the 60's. As you requested, 
a photo of the plain George is printed. 


Readers are invited to send in their questions to this col- 
umn. Write to Just Ask, % Ring Wrestling, 120 W 31st St., 
NYC, NY 10001. If a personal reply is needed please in- 
clude a stamped self-addressed envelope. 
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NELSON ROYAL 


BOB FUREY. “THE 
FIGHTING IRISHMAN” 


By JENNIFER STOUT 


Wau the field of wrestling trainers for 
amateurs has rapidly dwindled, Jersey City. 
N.J. is lucky enough to be the home of one 
of the most dynamic teachers around 

The gentleman is Tito Torres, a big name 
in the wrestling circles in this area. Tito has 
been in the business professionally for nine- 
teen years and is still going strong. 

He began his pro career in 195% in Buf- 
falo, N.Y. under the tutelage of the legen- 
dary. Antonino Rocca and Miguel Perez. His 
career has carried him 10 Boston. New York, 
where he was affiliated with Channel 9's 
wrestling program, West Virginia. where he 
captured half of the tag team title in 1971, 
and various other southern cities 

In 1967, Capital Wrestling beckoned and 
Tito answered the call, leaving a few years 
later to join All-American Wrestling. 

Through his clean-cut style and petserver- 
ance, Tito captured the A.A.W. Light- 
Heavyweight championship, which he still 
retains. 

Tito’s career has enabled him to wrestle 
some of the big name talents, including Roy 
Will, Antonino Rocca, Miguel Perez, and 


Superstar Billy Graham. Capital Westling is 
currently tying to arrange a rematch be- 
tween Graham and Tito. 

For the past few years. however. Tito has 
devoted most of his time to munning the All 
American Wrestling Gym. located at 381 
Montgomery Street, Jersey City. Here he has 
taken’ it upon himsel’ to pass on his trade to 
the new breed of young wrestlers, and some 
of the better known men in the New 
Jersey-New York area. Tito’s associates in- 
clude Duke Torino, Super John, the Cole 
Brothers, Bull Molino, Paul Mauer, and 
many others. 

Tito is also partially responsible, through 
his persistence, for setting up shows with 
local talent in the metropolitan N.J. area 

There is a neweomer to the mats whom 
Tito feels shows great promise and the po- 
tential 10 go far in wrestling. He is Bob 
Furey. the “Fighting Irishman.”* 

Bob is 26 years old, 5'X” and 220 Ibs., yet 
is a virwal powerhouse, despite his small 
stature. His interest in wrestling really jelled 
in 1967 when he was a partner in the move- 
ment 10 establish a wrestling team in his 
high school. Although a member of the 
school’s football team, Bob has had the 
wrestling “bug” since childhood. In spite of 
being drafted in 1969, he managed to remain 

(Continued on page 5¥) 


(Right) “The Fighting Irishman,” Bob Furey. (Below) Furey puts a leg lock on Crazy Luke 


“Fonz.” 


WE CHALLENGE! 


By Jim Dalton and Butch Malone 


Jim Dalton and Butch Malone, being of sound mind and body, do hereby issue a formal-challenge to all 
past, present, and future tag teams in Professional Wrestling, to put their names on an open contract, to wrestle us, 
which has been sent to all promoters of Professional Wrestling in the WORLD. 

Never before in the history of wrestling has there been such a challenge made. We are, in essence, calling ev- 
eryone’s bluff. Without sounding braggadocio or condescending, we are the uncrowned World Tag Champions. 
Granted, there are many excellent teams in the world today such as: The Andersons, Gagne and Brunzell, Fuji and 
Tanaka, Hollywood Blonds, Valentine and Flair, The Briscoes, not to mention many, many others. But that does 
not explain why these so called “*great’* teams have not signed on the dotted line 

On many occasions, we have been called to certain areas with promise of top quality opponents only to find that 
the promoters have booked us in singles competition. Needless to say, gentlemen, we are appalled at the response 
from your local tag champs, wasting not only our valuable time, but money as well. Ergo, the challenge 

We do realize that this challenge is a great undertaking for us, though foolhardy for others. 

But let us say that this is no idle boast. Our training schedule is unequaled anywhere in the world. To elucidate 
further would only be tipping our hand 

In essence, gentlemen: BE READY TO WRESTLI 
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NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE 


CHAMPION: HARLEY RACE 
WON TITLE: Feb. 6, 1977 


. Dick Murdoch 

. Dick Slater 

. Ric Flair 

. Terry Funk 

. Rocky Johnson 
. Dusty Rhodes: 
. Ernie Ladd 

. Ken Patera 

. Stan Hansen 


Swen oanrwn 


. Chavo Guerrero 


AMERICAN WRESTLING ASSOCIATION 
CHAMPION: NICK BOCKWINKLE 


WON TITLE: Nov. 8, 1978 


. Vern Gagne 

. Billy Robinson 

. Lord Al Hayes 

. Bob Orton Jr. 

. The Crusher 

. Buddy Wolfe 

. Super Destroyer 
. Black Jack Lanza 
. Jose Lothario 

. Evan Johnson 


SwOaNnOanson 


The 


RIN 
Wrestling 


OFFICIAL 
WORLD 
RATINGS 


WORLD WIDE WRESTLING FEDERATION 
CHAMPION: BOB BACKLUND 
WON TITLE: Feb. 20, 1978 


OoRnNnonron os 


S 


. Superstar Billy Graham 
. Dusty Rhodes 

. Spiros Arion 

. Crazy Luke Graham 

. Bruno Sammartino 

. Antonio Inoki 

. Mil Mascarsas 

. Strong Kobayashi 

. Butcher Vachon 

. Tank Patton 


JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT RATINGS 
CHAMPION: NELSON ROYAL 
WON TITLE: Dec. 16, 1977 


. Tatsumi Fujiami 
. Jimmy Golden 
. Ray Rougeau 


Pens 


. Berry Orton 

. Mike Pappas 
. Bruce Hart 

. Steve Wright 
. Lenny Hurst 
. Andre Zevede 
. Pat Barrett 


Sean 
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WOMEN 


CHAMPION: FABULOUS MOOLAH 5 


WON TITLE: Sept. 26, 1956 
1. Joyce Grable 

. Sandy Parker 

. Jean Antone 

|. Terry Shane 

. Vickie Williams 

. Wenona Little Heart 

. Lelani Kai 

. Sue Brittian 

9. Anne Casey . 

. Kitty Adams 

. Violet Ray 

. Irma Gonzales 

- Toni Rose 

. Trudie Vachon 

. Tami Love 

. Suzette Ferreira 

. Sandy Partlow 


18. Janet Doyle 
19. Pepper LaBianco 
20. Susan Sexton 
PHILADELPHIA FINDINGS 
e By JOE D’AMICO e 
At this writing, BOB BACKLUND, the Minnesota "Won- 


Is the new World Wide Wrestling Federation 
pi ing dethroned. “Superstar” BILLY GRAHAM at 
Madison Square Garden in NYC. Should the briliant ex-North 
Dakota State College champ stay on this way, he has already 
chosen ARNOLD "Golden Boy” SKOALAND. 1977 Manager 
of the Year” award winner, as his baintrust. Several months 
ago, the popular Mil Mascaras of Mexico also outclassed the 
‘Superstar in their Garden setto, but was unsuccessful in a 
rematch, 

DOMINIC DE NUCCI and DINO BRAVO, who were a highly 
successful tag team back in the early 1960's under the 
moniker of the Bravo Bros., are once again a formidable two- 
some already having notched a win over the WWWF tile 
masters, PROF, TORU TANACKA and MR. FUGI, in a non- 
tile go on PHILADELPHIA TV. The bout was a most definite 
crowd pleaser, with the Japs getting their own salt tossed in 
their faces, 

Mal afficianodos in the NYC metropolitan area have been 
treated to the tops in TV mat talent week after week. Besides 
the taped A-1 ring affairs from PHILADELPHIA shown over 
WOR-TV, Channel 9 and UHF station 41, grunt-and-groan 
ulfs also get a chance to catch more of their favorites on 
'NWA Wrestling from Florida” with the able GORDON SOLIE 
‘as commentator, as well as shows from the OLYMPIC AU: 
DITORIUM jn LOS ANGELES, SEEN ON UHF outlets 47 and 
41, respectively 

Special Delivery JONES has become a much im- 
proved campaigner of late, carving out wins over toughies 
JOE TURCO and JOHNNY RODZ and drawing with BARRON 
MICHELE SCICLUNNA and 'Dy-No-Mite” JACK EVANS. 
JONES stands 5 11 , weights 240, and uses the CO-CO butt 
and flying dtop-kicks as his two main ring weapons. 

VICTOR RIVERA, once @ WWWF hero is No. 1 on La, 
fans’ hale list. Of late, he and HECTOR GUERERRO. 
AMERICA'S CHAMP are feuding. PEDRO MORALES, mean: 
while. {s as beloved by FLORIDA fans as he was in east 
Coast rings, and the former WWWF world czar, when paired 
with "“Soulman” ROCKY JOHNSON, form a precision like pair 
hajd to stop and harder to top 

‘The American Dream” DUSTY RHODES, who commutes 
{0 the south from the east coast and back on a regular basis 
is feuding with baddies BOB DUNCUM and KILLER KARL 
‘COX dovin Florida way. On a recent telecast from the Sun: 
shine State, the blond ex-marne was savagely altacked by 
bboth men, his cowboy hat being ripped up in the process. 

NWA Junior Heavyweight Champ. NELSON ROYAL. be- 
sides being top-notch ring technician, is also a talented 
‘uitarst, singer, and a master chef as well 
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TAG TEAMS 


Dino Bravo and Dominic DeNucci 


. Mike Graham and Steve Keirn 


3. Greg Valentine and Ric Flair 


Jim Brunzell and Greg Gagne 


. _ Ken Lucas and Kevin Sullivan 


6. Gene and Ole Anderson 
7. Professor Tanaka and Mr. Fuji 


THE GREATEST SELF- 
DEFENSE SYSTEM 
KNOWN TO MANI 


master this TAL 


does 


When you complete our cours: 
to break planks of wood in half-with your bare hands! 


Regardless of at a Ayes ee 


FENSE SYSTEM! . It doesn’t 
require muscles or size to be a 

STER at self-defense, but it 
uire KNOW-HOW! ane 


Kurt and Karl Von Steigers 


. Mike Stallings and Jimmy Golden 
. Dr. Jerry and Jerry Jr. Graham 
. Jack and Jerry Brisco 


- Flying Fred Curry and Nick Buonamici 


Larry Zbysko and Tony Garea 


. Bobby Duncum and Black Jack Lanza 
. Dean Ho and Mando Guerrero 

. Professor Tanaka and Mr: Fuji 

- Mr. X #1 and 2 

. The Lumberjacks 


. Steve Strong and Jesse Ventura 
. Larry Sharpe and Jack Evans 


d i. h 


ou may have’ the ability 


er-destro: 
Send 


postage and 


oo ome mo OO OD 


I Mail to: 


g UNIVERSAL 
g Dept. Rw ances 
WDetror, 


Mich. 48239 State 


ee oe 


and completely protect themselves 
from men twice their size; in just 
co! immobilve any a’ - 
meet, ig him. Easy to learn. 
AY for FREE COLOR- 
FUL BROCHURE! Send 25¢ for 


(Left) El Brasero is caught in mid-air as 
he heads for the cool pool water. 


(Below) The beautiful women never 
cease to flock around Bruce Swayze, as 
evidenced by this photograph. 


Ring Wrestling 
Camera Catches 
Wrestling Stars 
At Ease 


Photos by George Napolitano 


HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED 
WHAT YOUR FAVORITE MAT 
STARS DO WHEN THEY'RE NOT 
GRUNTING AND GROANING? 
OUR CAMERA CATCHES SOME 
TOP GRAPPLERS ENJOYING 
THEMSELVES OUTSIDE OF 

THE RING. 
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; 4 : 
(Above) A chess game session seems to relax Rip Smith and Mike Stallings. (Right) Top 
Manager Gary Hart gets his kicks in the water as he waves from the pool. 


Killer Brooks applies sun tan lotion at the 
poolside before settling down to a match 
with Of’ Sol. 
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(Above) The Martels 
and Dr. Ken Ramey 
engage in game of 
cards before a match. 
(Left) Handsome 
Jimmy Valiant reads 
up on the latest hap- 
penings in Ring 
Wrestling. 


4 


The 
RING 


ON AND 


AROUND 
THE MAT 
WORLD 


By NAT LOUBET 


New Yorkers recently said good by to an old friend. The fam- 
‘ous Sunnyside Garden was torn down to make way for a new 
Wendy's restaurant in the borough of Queens. The famous venue 
was a sight to wrestling fans and boxing buffs for over thirty years. 
An ironic part of this headline story is that the sport of wrestling 
continues to linger at the New Wendy’s Old Fashion Hamburg res- 
taurant. One of the owners of the atest in America’s latest fast 
food chains is none other than Bobby Davis. Bobby Davis was a 
top manager of professional wrestlers from the late 50°s right up to 
the mid 60's. Bobby was also the TV commentator for the Univer- 
sal Wrestling Alliance that was ive in the Philadelphia area in 
1969. While a manager he held contracts on Eddie and Dr. Jerry 
Graham, Killer Kowalski, Handsome Johnny Barend and the late 
Magnificent Maurice and his most famous protege Buddy Rogers 
the former NWa and WWWF world champhion. 

Dick Murdoch, the 266-pound Waxahachie, Texas native is one 
tough hombre. He has a very good record and is in demand all 
over the country. He is hot on the trail of NWA champion Harley 
Race. The two will no doubt meet before the end of the year and it 
will be a test between two very good wrestlers. One notable promo- 
ter informed this editor that he has an open contract with Murdock 
and as soon as Race has an open date he will petition the NWA to 
have Race face Murdoch. Ring Wrestling will continue to keep you 
informed on the action between Murdock and Race. 

The Associated Press picked up an article featured in the Boston 
Glove on Walter “‘Killer’’ Kowalski, the photographer. The former 
world champion is an accomplished photographer and had a 
one’man show at the Photoworks Gallery in Boston in January and 
February of this year. The AP spread the article across the nation. 
An interesting side-light to this whole article is that our assistant 
editor, Tom Burke, recently met with Killer Kowalski, who in- 
formed him that he was gathering material for a book-photo album 
entitled My Thirty Years In Professional Wrestling. More informa- 
tion on this in the next issue of Ring Wrestling. By the way, the 
photos in the one-man show were all of wrestling personalities. The 
best photo was the ‘The Grand Wizard,”’ flanked by Stan Stasiak 
and Super Star Billy Graham. 

Abdullah The Butcher has a manager in the form of Rock Hunter 
down in the Peach State . . . .Ken Lucas and Kevein Sullivan back 
together again in the Central States. . . .Pat Patterson is making a 
bit impression with the AWA fans, . . .With the football season 
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over, New England Patroit tight end, Russ Francis back in the 
wrestling scene, teaming with brother Billy in Hawaii... . Did 
you know that Billy Graham's last successful title defense was 
against Ed Carpentier in Toronto, Ontario, Canada on Feb 19- 
th?... .Yves Vallancourt, a newcomer, doing well in Montre- 
al... .Dominic DeNucci and Bruno Sammartino teaming again 
after many years. Their goal is to win the WWA tag team champi- 
onship from the famous Valiant Brothers. . . . Billy Robinson and 
Dory Funk Jr went to a thrity-minute draw in Motor City recently, 

Nelson Royal, the current junior world heavyweight champion as 
recognized by the National Wrestling Alliance wants to get a match 
with the WWWF jr. heavyweight king, Tatsumi Fujinami. Royal 
has made it known to promoter Vince McMahon and the WWWE 
that he is ready to meet Fujinami anytime, anyplace. Nelson has 
also issued a challenged to the NWA heavyweight champ, Harley 
Race. The meeting of the world champions from both divisions 
nothing new to wrestling. When Lou Thesz was the NWA kingpin 
he met up with Danny Hodge the Jr, Heavyweight boss in Hous- 
ton, Texas in 1964. They went at it hold for hold to a ninety- 
minute draw. 

Don Muraco became the man of the hour when he won the San 
Francisco eigthteen man Battle Royal. Some of the others who took 
part in the annual event were (in order of elimination): I-Les 
Thornton, 2-Pepper Gomes, 3-Kurt Von Steiger, 4-Chavo Guer- 
rero, 10-Peter Maivia, 11-Lord Jonathan Boyd, 12-Great Goliath, 
13-Ray Stevesn, 14-Black Gordman, 15-Harley Race, 16-Moon 
Dog Mayne, and 17-Dean Ho. 

Wrestling fan Stanley Isaac of 43-10 Kissena Blvd., Flushing, 
N.Y. 11355 would like to hear from fans in the World Wrestling 
Alliance areas and fans from others areas and even Japan. Jim De- 
Cristofaro is another fan that would like to exchange letters with 
fans of Heather Feather. Jim is an avid gal wrestling buff and is 
confined to a wheelchair due to cerebral palsy. So any fans that 
want to drop Jim a line send your mail to him at: Jim DeCristofaro, 
26 Everett Drive, Rochester, N.Y., 14624 I am sure that Jim 
would like to hear from you. 

February Ist, 1978 saw an interesting tag team match in Miami 
Beach, Florida when Mike Graham and Steve Keirn met the duo of 
Jack and Jerry Brisco. Very selcom are teams of the scientific 
school matched against each other. Promoter Chris Dundee took 
that chance and the fans loved every minute of the match, which 
was billed as for the United States Tag Team Championship. The 
winners were the duo of Graham and Keirn. They won the title on 
January 25th, 1978 when they defeated the brother combo of 
Jimmy and Jon Valiant on the famous Super Bowl card that fea- 
tured the title showdown between Harley Race and Superstar Billy 
Graham, which ended in a draw. This tag team match only proves 
that we have been saying for years; that the fans will pay to see a 
scientific wrestling match. 

Another Vachon has entered the wrestling scene. Her name is 
Trudie Vachon, the daughter of Paul “The Butcher’’ Vachon. Miss 
Vachon has had come excellent training by her famous father and 
has been polished up by her famous aunt, Vivian. 
Trudie and Vivian will be making a tour of Japan in the near fu- 
ture, Ring Wrestling’s top writer and photographer, Mitsu Uehira, 
will cover the matches of these members of the Vachon clan for a 
future issue of this magazine. 

It is interesting to note that since the last issue of this magazine 
the non-wrestling media has been giving some very good coverage 
to professional wrestling. The Minneapolis Star had an excellent 
write-up on American Wrestling Association kingpin, Nickie 
Bockwinkle, a full-page article with quite a few photos. The article 
dealt with the champion as both a wrestler and a man. Another ex- 
cellent write-up on former world junior heavyweight king Danny 
Hodge appeared in’ the Journal Of Oklahoma City. The former 
NCAA champion (and the man that trained Bobby Backlund) is 
home in Perry, Okalhoma and is a sales representative for Perna- 
ment Cookware. 

Here is one for the record books. The first title defense that Bob 
Backlund had after he defeated Superstar Billy Graham on February 
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Buddy Rogers, former NWA and WWWF heavyweight champion, 
was recently featured in a piece in the Chicago Sun-Times. ‘‘Na- 
ture Boy’ Rogers is now a successful commercial real estate 
salesman in New Jersey, 


20th, 1978 at Madison Square Garden was on February 23rd in 
Jacksonville Florida when he met the NWA champion, Harlye Race 
in a match with both belts on the line. The event ended in a draw, 
The ringside tickets went for $25.00 a head, 

The girl champhion, Fabulous Moolah has taken her title to the 
European Continent to defend among the best of Europe. On her 
title juant are Spain, France, and Holland. This is the first time that 
we can recall a girl champion claimant taking her title to the Euro- 
pean mat scene. Mildred Burke took her title to Japan in the early 
50's. 

Ivan Kiloff in Japan at this writing and doing very well. After 
his tour of Japan the Russian Bear would like a crack at the 
WWWE title currently held by Bobby Backland. . . . Killer John 
Anson doing well in Hawaii, as is Billy White Wolf, . . . Jimmy 
Golden is one of the most impressive junior heavyweights around 
and is hot on the trail of Nelson Royal, the current NWA jr. 
heavyweight ‘king. ... Crazy Luke Graham can sure stir up a 
crowd with his unique style of wrestling... . Cyclone Negro doing 
very well in the Carolinas as we go to press... . Keep on the 
lookout for big things with George Wells... . Maniac Mike 
Gordon continues to cause trouble for Tito Montez in the South- 
west. 

The famed Chicago Swi-Times Columnist, Bob Greene recently 
devouted two columns on former National Wrestling Alliance and 
World Wide Wrestling Federation king pin, Buddy Rogers, The 
Nature Boy is still in’ great form and is a commercial real estate 
agent in a suburb of Camden, New Jersey. The former champion 
was. stated ing that during his twenty-year-plus wrestling 
career he grossed over $4.5 million. That is a lot of money any 
way you cut it. 

We were sadden to lear of the death of the original Boston Blac- 

(Continued on page 62) 


JULY, 1978 


(Above) Dick Murdoch stands erect with his International 
Heavyweight belt. His goal is now to win the National Wrestling 
Alliance championship from Harley Race. (Below) The Grand 
Wizard gives Trudie Vachon a hug. Trudie is the latest member 
of the famous Vachon family to enter the sport and the Grand 
Wizard has talked to papa Paul Vachon about becoming 
Trudie’s manager. 


43 


Sandy Parker is in a scissors hold, but she is obviously figuring a way to break it. Sandy's also telling off the referee. 


SANDY PARKER SAYS: 


“TLL TAKE ’EM ALL ON” 


By JOHN AREZZI 


= Fa women have always been a very e3 
citing part of the sport of professional wrest]- 

on a mat card always. 

*s worth. The 

rls come in all shapes and sizes, with most 
being very attractive. Being a wrestling. re- 
porter gives me the opportunity of meeting 
many of the top female grapplers in the 
sport, Recently, I had the chance of meeting 
one of the roughest around, Sandy 


was born in Vancouver, 

and turned professional 
wrestler back in 1970. Ever since the 5 ft. 2 
inch, 140 pound black ball of fire broke into 
the game, she has been on top. Sandy is, by 
far, the best black girl wrestler competing 


The ref lays down the law to Sandy after 
she roughed up opponent in a rough man- 
euver. 
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inside a ring at the present time 

“1 feel I am not only the best black girl 
wrestler, but the very best woman athlete in 
this sport today,”’ said Sandy in a recent 
interview. ‘‘I’ve met the best and beaten 
most of them.’ When Ms, Parker says she 
has met the best inside the ring, she means 
it. In her successful career Sandy has wres 
tled the likes of The Fabulous Moolah, Vi 
ian Vachon, Marie Vagnone, Princess War 
Cloud, Toni Rose, Vicki Williams, and the 
list goes on and on 

Like most wrestlers, Sandy wants the 
world’s championship wrapped around her 
slender waist. Sandy has held a version of 
the World's Woman's title, capturing the 
World Wide Women’s Wrestling Association 
title a few years back. Although she has 
since lost the belt, Ms. Parker is confident 
that she will regain it in the near future. 
Another prominent title formerly held by the 
talented Parker the World’s Woman's 
tag title, captured with Susan Green. And if 
that wasn’t enough, Sandy is the current 
U.S. Girls champion, winning a tournament 
for that honor in 1975. So, in her eight years 
as a pro, Sandy has held her share of cham- 
pionships 

Compared to the other girl wrestlers, 
Sandy Parker's ring style is one of, if not, 
the roughest around. “‘I go out there to win, 
by any means,” Sandy said sternly. ‘The 
more I win, the more money I make. I find 
the girls just breaking into the sport are get- 
ting rougher than ever, so I have to con- 
stantly work on being meaner than them. I 
try to pysche out my opponents, the referee, 
and the fans by showing them how mean a 
gal can be. Believe me, | am the meanest.”’ 

One part of Sandy's career which is un- 
ique is her constant’ world traveling. She is 
never in one place long enough to take a 
breather. Sandy holds a dual citizenship of 
both Canada and the USA, allowing her to 
work freely in either country. She is cur- 
renily working on touring England for the 
British Wrestling Alliance. If that tour comes 
about, Sandy could wrestle there as long as 
she desires. Due to her being a citizen of 
Canada, she will be able to wrestle more 
than the maximum’ 40 times allowed to 
non-British Commonwealth residents. But, 


(Above) Sandy has 
foe locked on ring 
strand as she gets 
set to belt her with 
right hand. (Right) 
Parker finds every- 
thing upside down as 
she is about to be 
flipped to canvas. 
(Below) An armlock 
has Sandy's oppo- 
nent in pain. 


Parker beats on her opponent as she prepares for the final kill. The referee watches in the background. 


knowing Sandy, she will probably be off 
after a short sta itching to visit other 


With her traveling so much (in areas in- 


states, all of Canada, 
ar East), which area 
the toughest to say 
Japan has the roughest comps . | love 
wrestling in the Far East because I know I'll 
et matches. I al to 
work there as muc! le, due to the 
competition.”” 
dy claims that the two hardest matches 
she has had were with the Fabulous Moolah 
and Betty Bette Niccoli. “Both Moolah and 
Bette make me ache after wrestling either of 


cluding all of the fift 
the Carribean and the 
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them,” Sandy frowned. ‘‘Another toughie 
was Princess War Cloud. Although I say 
those girls were rough, don’t get me wron:; 
EVERY match is rough. I’m always on my 
toes, no matter how good I am, and no mat- 
ter how weak my opponent is. I have a darn 
good reputation to uphold, and if I'm not 
always alert, boom, I could lose it, just like 
that.” 

What do indy plan for her future? “I'd 
like to get to visit England and | am al 
negotiating a trip to Nigeria to wrestle thers 
And, most of all, I'd like to get the world’s 

ship belt around my waist, where 


Sandy Parker has a lot going for her. She 


is young, she holds the honor of being the 
finest black women wrestler in the entire 
world. she has determination, and most of 
all, she is one of the roughest competitors 
around, Don’t. be surprised if this ring vet- 
eran shows up in your town and wipes the 
mat with her opponent. She is only doing 
what comes naturally. 


When writing letters that 
require an answer please 
send along stamped self 
addressed envelope. 
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SCOTT CASEY’S AMAZING 
MAT SUCCESS STORY 


HE MAY BE 
ON HIS WAY. 
WHERE WILL 
HE STOP? 


By JAY PUPO 


lessen at Scott Casey, one would 
immediately get the impression that he may 
be a top rock singer from one of the big 
name groups, but as soon as this good look- 
ing young grappler steps into the ring and 
starts flinging bodies around, then, there is no 
mistaking his ability as one of the best 
young wrestlers to come along in quite some 
time. 

Scott Casey has been wrestling profession- 
ally for a little over three years and it seems 
that right now this likeable grappler is at the 
doorstep to stardom in his chosen profession. 

It was while growing up in the T 
panhandle that Scott first became interested 
in the wrestling profession and his first ex- 
posure to the sport came about through his 
acquaintance with the most famous family in 
Amarillo, the Funk family. 

In speaking about them Casey stated 
“Dory Funk, Sr. has got to be the most i 
luential person that I’ve ever met. | have a 
tremendous amount of respect for him as 
well as for his sons, Dory Jr. and Terry, and 
if it weren't for him I wouldn’t be in the 
position that I’m in now. 

“As 1 was growing up, I was more in- 
terested in football, but since ] had become 
such good friends with the Funks and re- 
Spected them and their profession, | decided 
to give professional wrestling a try and it’s 
been just great. I’m really very happy that | 
chose to follow in their footsteps and 1 hope 
that someday I may be in the position that 
Dory Jr., was once in. 

In Scott's first match, the newcomer was 
pitted against a real Texas brawler, Dick 
Murdock, and that is one match that still 
stands out vividly in his mind. “I'll never 
forget that match as long as I live,”’ Scott 
stated. “It was on TV and during it I really 
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(Above) Scott*Casey checks direction be- 
fore hurling his foe across the ring. (Right) 
Casey has a headlock on Inca Peru. 
(Photographs by George Napolitano) 


learned quite a bit about my new profession. 
My opponent, Dick Murdock, really gave 
me the shellacking of my life that night, but 
since then I've had other matches against 
him and the outcome has been a different 
story because I’ve learned quite a bit more 
about the sport.”” 

Watching the young Casey in the ring, 
one can see that he has definitely learned his 
trade well, and he can apply this knowledge 
against any one he may come up against 
The young grappler can match holds with 
any scientific wrestler in the sport as well as 
mix it up when the going gets rough with the 
likes of Bull Ramos, Black Jack Lanza or 
any other rougbhouse brawler that he may 
face. 

“Paul Jones and I share the same motto,” 

(Continued on page 62) 


Gary Michael Cappetta puts an arm around his fan club presi- 
dent, Arlene Kulik. 


sie: is still time for you to sign up for the three day Wrestl- 
ing Fans International Association Conyention being held in Knox- 
ville, Tennessee on August 17, 18 and 19 at the Andrew Jackson 
Hotel in downtown Knoxville. 

Conyention chairperson Diane Devine had informed this writer 
that fans from all over the world have been sending in reservations 
to attend the three-day wrestling fan affair. If you would like to 
attend, send a stamped self-addressed envelope to Diane Devine at 
1207 East Elm, Springfield, Mo. 65802 for additional information 
Iam hoping to meet a lot of you there in Knoxville at the I Ith 
annual WFIA convention. 

Tommy Darensboury is the president of the Bayou State Wrestl- 
ing Fan Club. A very informative newsletter is published by the 
club and sells at $1.00 a copy. The recent bulletine that was sent to 
me contained seven 11x14 mimeograph sheets filled with news, re- 
sults, a guest profile on Bob Backlund, and regional reports from 
Texas, the midwest, Florida, and, of course, the Bayou State, 
Louisiana. Tommy is a talented writer and his bulletin shows a lot 
of promise. The address of this new club is as follows: Bayou State 
Wrestling. 915 South Sth Street, Baton Rouge. La. 70802 

From Canada comes out of the finest bulletins on an individual 
wrestler that has passed this desk in sometime. I am speaking about 
the Billy Francis Fan Club: headed by Raymond and Joan McGuire 
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of 210-15 Reay Crescent, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R2K 3X6. 
The most recent bulletin contained a total of 25 pages plus a cover 
page with a photo of Billy Francis in the ring. Some of the features 
that appeared in the third edition of the club’s bulletin were; A let- 
ter from Billy to the members of his club, photo page of Billy vs. 
Buddy Wolfe, wrestling results from various areas including a run 
down on Billy's matches, a nostalgia piece featuring Billy’s famous 
dad, Gentleman Ed Francis, a gossip page, an interview with Billy, 
and more. This is a real gem of a bulletin and ayailable for . If 
you would like to join the club the dues are $4.00 a year, including 
four quarterly bulletins, an 8x10 of Billy and a membership card. 
This is one of the better clubs around and Joan McGuire really puts 
a lot of effort into it. That's why it’s so good. 

All Girl Wrestling issue number four is now available from 
Global Wrestling, 31 Groveland st., Springfield, Mass. 01108. The 
eight-page All Girl Wrestling is devouted exclusively to profesional 
girl wrestling. This fourth edition has quite a bit of articles, news, 
results, gossip, and more on the girls. Send $1.50 plus a stamped 
self addressed envelope for your copy. Global Wrestling has also 
edited a Girl Wrestling Nostalgia Sheet 3. This third sheet is the 
latest in this series and contains articles on some of the greats of 
girl wrestling of yesterday. The girl nostalgia sheet is professionally 
printed on both sides of 8 x 14 size paper and sells for .50 plus a 
stamped self addressed envelope. 

Georgia Wrestling News is published by Jerry L. Boyd. The 
most recent issue that I received was phote-stated seven-page bulle- 
tin done in longhand. Jerry is asking .75 plus a stamped self addres- 
sed envelope. Jerry’s address is RT 2, Box 690, Griffin, Georgia 
30223. The last issue that I had from Jerry only contained written 
results from the Peach State. 

My friend, Rudy Iseli. continues to publish an excellent bulletin 
with his Canadian Wrestling Revue. With the Maritimes starting 
their wrestling season at this writing and other areas in Canada 
going great, | suggest you keep in the know with the mat action in 
the Maple Leaf with this fine publication. Single price of the only 
publication in the fan club scene devouted only to wrestling in 
Canada is only .40 an issue. Subscription rate for 10 issues is $2. 50 
r fans in the Maple Leaf. US fans pay $3.50, Rudy’s address 
25 Fisherville Road, Apt. 309, Willowdale, Ontario, Canada M2R 
3B7. 

Within The Squared Ring is edited by Kath Dowd of 1368 
LaFayette. Apt 9, Denver, Co. 80218, Published monthly at .75 an 
issue, a years subscription is $7.50 a year. The most recent issue 
that was sent to this columnist contained ten pages of text and a 
cover page. All pages are photostated and contains stories, news, 
results and comments on wrestling in the AWA circuit for the most 
part. Why not drop Kathy a letter with .75 for a copy of her bulle- 
tin 

1 am sad to pass along the news that one of the better regional 
bulletins has folded. Paul Nonnenmacher, Jr., editor of the fine 
Boston and Providence Ringpost has had to close his fine publica- 
tion due to college work and working on the campus nespaper. We 
will miss seeing Paul's fine publication and hope that one of these 
days that the Boston and Providence Ringpost will return with that 
Nonnenmacher style. Good luck Paul. 
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(Above) Ray Malosecski of Philadelphia, Pa. shakes hands with 
Gorgeous George Allen. Ray is a very well informed wrestling 
fan and would like to hear from fans across the U.S.A. and 
Canada. (Right) Bruce Vinter took this picture of Dick Slater. This 
is only one of many excellent pictures available from Bruce, who 
lives in Chicago. 


Another new club is on the horizon and this one is for Mr. 
Wrestling Number Two. Miss Maggie Adkins of 4006 Columbus 
Road, Apt 202-A; Macon, Ga, 31204 has started a fan club for the 
very popular masked man. Annual dues are $5.00 a year, a mem- 
bership card and a monthly bulletin/newsletter. 1 am anxious to see 
the style of newsletter that Maggie will put out. A lot of hard work 
has to go into a wrestling fan club and when a monthly newsletter 
is issued it is twice as hard. If you are a fan of Mr. Wrestling 2 
drop Maggie a line and your dues and join the club. 

Jeff Zinger is the publisher of a fine bulletin entitled Dropkick. 
A recent issue contained six pages plus a cover. The bulletin has 
such features as: results from Toronto. Ontario. Canada; WWA re- 
port; Superstar Billy Graham ys Bob Backlund. gossip and Detroit 
mat action, along with various pictures. Single copy of Dropkick is 
50 and a subscription of four issues is $2.00. Send your monies to 
Jeff Zinger at 541 Devonshire Ave., Woodstock, Ontario. Canada 
N4S SP9. 

Kevin Korn, a well know wrestling writer and columnist has put 
out a fine photo album dealing with wrestling stars and action in 
the midwest, The cover of the album features the Sheik and con- 
tains 15 pages with posed and action shots of top named wrestlers 
appearing in the midwest. The price for this album is only $1.25 
and contains over 75 photos. If you would like a copy. they can be 
ordered from Kevin at 28600 Boston, St. Calir Shores. Mich. 48- 
O81. Tam sure that you will find your money well spent for this 
item. All the photos are good and clear, are of a high quality, and 
are printed on fine paper. When you order the Vidivest Wrestling 
Photo Album. please mention that that you read about it in Ring 
Wrestling’s Fan Club column. Thank you. 

Joseph Shedlock of P. O. Box 607. Greensburg. Pa. 15601 is 
the editor of Wrestling ‘78. This is a montly publication photo- 
stated on 8x14 size paper, both sides. The issue that Joe sent me 
included fourteen pages of news, results, gossip. editorial com- 
ment, and more. A sample copy of Il resiling ‘78 is only $1.00 

A real busy man on the fan club circuit is John Lawson. John 
heads the Spike Huber Fan Club. He issues a very fine bulletin en- 
titled The Atomic Drop. The bulletin sells for only .50-an issue plus 
a stamped self-addressed envelope. Lots of good information on the 
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honorary as well as results and pictures all though the bulletin. 
John also heads a bulletin called Mliana Wrestling Revue. This bul- 
letin sells for .55 and a first class stamp. Devouted to wrestling in 
Illinois and Indiana this bulletin gives you the lowdown on the 
WWW and the AWA. I am sure that when you order something 
from John Lawson you'll be satisfied. John also has wrestling 
photo-pins of Spike Huber for sale. Price is only $1.00 plus .25 for 
Postage. A very good item for collectors of wrestling memorabilia. 

For the most news filled monthly wrestling publication around, I 
Suggest that you send 35 plus a stamped self addressed envelope to 
Global Wrestling for their jam packed Global Wrestling News Ser- 
vice. This bulletin carries wrestling results from around the world, 
newspaper clips. nostalgia, and news. Professionally printed, this 
monthly newsletter is as close to a restling newspaper that there 
is. Every serious minded wrestling fan who wants to keep in the 
know should get this montly publication every month. 

Along with the monthly newsletter, Global Wrestling has. re- 
cently edited the forty-page Yellow Pages of Wrestling. This is a 
guide to the days of the week wrestling is presented across the 
country as well as Canada and other countries as well. It’s filled 
with so many interesting facts and data that it is a must for every 
wrestling fan. The Yellow Pages of Wrestling sells for $3.25 plus a 
stamped self-addressed envelope. The Yellow Pages is worth ten 
times the price. Order your Yellow Pages of Wresiling and a copy 
of the newsletter at the same time by sending your order to Global 
Wrestling. 31 Groveland St.. Springfield, Ma. 01108. There are 
many other services available as well. Send a stamped self- 
addressed envelope for a sales and information sheet. 

Ken Patera has a fan club under the direction of Eleanore Finley 
of 25-40 31st Ave.. Astoria, New York 11106. When writing for 
additional details of the Ken Paterta Fan Club send a stamped self 
addressed envelope and tell her Ring |'restling sent you. 

Arlene Kulik of 22 Oakridge Rd.. West Orange, New Jersey 07- 
052, heads the only fan club for a ringside announcer, Gary 
Michael Cappetta. This club puts out a real super bulletin and I re- 
commend this organization very highly. Bulletins, wrestling calen- 
dars and more are available with this club, 

(Continued on page 63) 
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LEAPING LANNY 


AKES A GIANT LEAP 


By VICKIE LYNN GODDARD 


hs 4 single bound he leaps into the squared circle, landing just 
opposite his baffled and bewildered opponent. With little effort he 
calmly exhibits two back aerials in succession, to fill the few impa- 
tient minutes before the beginning of the match. A dauntless, yet 
humble smile crosses his face, brushing away the rugged exterior 
of the profile he wore earlier. The lights dazzle along the muscular 
frame, outlining him as:a perfectly molded statue of Adonis, flaw- 
less and enticing. The silence of the crowd becomes a loud roar of 
applause as he stretches his arms toward the sky in a gesture of 
triumph. The contest begins and he quickly displays numerous 
holds, wearing down the already disheartened, disillusioned oppo- 
nent. A sudden fling into the ropes and the expertise of a painful 
figure-four, and the young grappler emerges the conqueror once 
again 

He's not Rick Flair, even though he’s two-hundred anf fifty 
pounds of solid muscle, intermingled with bravery and brawn. He's 
not Dusty Rhodes, yet he has a dream that he pursues with each 
waking moment. He’s the young wrestling sensation that has cap- 
tured the hearts and minds of millions throughout America, and is 
known today as Leaping Lanny. 

With five years of professional wrestling experience behind him, 
Leaping Lanny is certainly one of the best in his field today. Abil- 
ity, and of course, raw courage has enabled him to confront many 
wrestling greats throughout the continent, and with much prof 
ciency. His maneuvers involve not only strength and stamina, but 
also an element of surprise. It is not an uncommon sight for Lanny, 
with his clear-cut motives to defeat someone so efficiently, and in 
just a matter of minutes. 

Acquiring the name ‘‘Leaping Lanny” was not too difficult for 
the masterly contender. The abundance of talent, and a fantastic 
sense of agility allow him to fly through the air in leaps and 


50 


(Left) Tojo Yammamoto listens as Leaping 
Lanny is interviewed in a recent TV taping. 
(Right) Leaping Lanny bodyslams Tom 
Watson. (Photographs by Scott Teal) 


Agile, Strong, 
and Multi-Talented, 
He's Mat's 
New Hero 


bounds with perfect ease. He far surpasses anyone I” 
with his original acrobatic move: 

Lanny has talent outside the arena, as well as within. He is a 
very imaginative person and is a gifted songwriter. His lyrics repre- 
sent a total response to his environment, the result being his own 
imagination touched with deep conviction. Enjoying music, Lanny 
devotes much time to his writing and composing, This exemplifies 
the type of person he really is—always using his various abilities 
and capacities to reach his full potential. 

Accepting one’s self is a lesson we all must learn in life, but 
seldom do we find someone who accepts those around him so eas- 
ily, and with little criticism, Easy to get along with, Lanny is able 
to communicate with people on their level, whatever that may be. 
His good sense of humor and cheerful disposition make him enjoy- 
able company and a desirable friend. 

A creature of impulse, Lanny is often found in the center of a 
funny situation. It’s not an unusual occurence for him to pull off 
the highway to give you an impersonation of a famous television 
celebrity, which he can do with perfect accuracy. Taking life as it 
comes, or maybe “‘rolling with the punches,’ permits Lanny to be 
himself all the time, wherever he may be, With a kind of zany 
awareness of the world in which he lives, he undoubtedly can make 
your attitude brighter, your thoughts lighter, and your laughter an 
uncontrollable phenomenon. A memory in the making, when 
you're around Leaping Lanny, there’s sure to be never a dull mo- 
ment. 

The fans are as much a part of Lanny’s life as he is himself. To 
boost and complete his creative ring style, they love to cheer him. 
They sit fascinated and amazed before the ring apron, similar to a 
child before a circus show. 

“Bring your kids to see me,’ he tells parents in a recent televi- 

(Continued on page 64) 
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ever seen 


(Above) Leaping Lanny does his acrobatics around opponent 
Buzz Tyler. (Below) Lanny applies an armbar to Buzz Tyler. 


“Leaping” Lanny Poffo 
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GEORGE GULAS TEAMS UP WITH 


HIS IDOL, TOO YAMMAMOTO 


By VICKIE LYNN GODDARD 


For years he watched him closely, often visualizing the happy 
day when he himself would don a pair of trunks and enter the ring. 
With scrutiny he observed him exhibit holds and drive opponents 
from the ring with a single glance. He admired the way the fans 
swarmed him, and he obliged them gladly with autographs, pic- 
tures, and many a conversation. Wherever the heavyweight went, 
they came. They packed themselves in the most uncanny places to 
get a glimpse of him. They thrived on his very existence. And so 
did the young George Gulas. 

Much time has passed since those childhood days, and George 
has wrestled professionally for five long years. And for the most 
part he has done exceedingly well. Then recently he came to a 
point, not uncommon in the life of an athlete, where he was at his 
lowest ebb, and felt a regretful, but ever persistent urge to stop 
wrestling. Too many obstacles, too many frustrations, and too 
many people giving the wrong advi 

Finally, he did go to his friend and idol of those many years to 
seek guidance and wise counsel. ‘*All roads are not easy, I told 
him,’* Tojo recalled the meeting that took place with the troubled 
youth. ‘‘I told him that if you quit, you lose respect and confidence 
in yourself,’ he continued, as he related how he talked the athlete 
into continuation of the sport to which he had already given many 


(above) George Gulas sets to smash his foe. 
(Right) The great Tojo Yammamoto uses 
Oriental torture on the hand of an opponent. 
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crucial years of his life 

He did indeed continue. And he admired Tojo Yammamoto even 
more. As George’s love for wrestling grew, so did his desire to 
better himself. As a rookie basketball player who wants to learn the 
right way to play the game goes to the veteran coach for aid, so 
did George Gulas at this important time in his career, He went to 
Tojo Yammamoto, a veteran in the field of wrestling, and asked to 
be trained properly. The friendly Japanese grappler took a strong 
liking to George, and after obtaining consent from his father, the 
famous promoter, Nick Gulas, he put him in a strict training pro- 
gram. The procedure is one that is not only rigid, but quite 
humiliating. He designs it in this manner to weed out those worthy 
to be considered athletes. One thousand Hindu squats, leg exer- 
cises, and karate kicks are vitally important in, this daily ritual. 

According to Tojo, he sometimes was brutal with George, such 
as when he beat him across the back with a broomstick, but it was 
only to see how much desire he actually possessed. Football and 
basketball players alike have attended Tojo’s school, but George 
Gulas alone has passed with flying colors. ‘*I’ve learned more in 
the last nine months under Tojo’s direction than | have in all my 
years together,"* he stated with deep respect. 

The wrestling world has certainly noticed the sudden change in 
George and his style and techniques. Not long ago he defeated the 


World Junior Heavyweight Champion, Nelson Royal, in a non-title 
match. He and Tojo are now the proud bearers of the Mid-America 
Heavyweight Championship. He hopes to soon complete a world- 
wide tour that will take him as far as Japan and Hawaii 

‘A major factor in George’s success is found in the exuberance of 
the fans who support him. “‘I need them,”’ he assured me. **They 
get my adrenalin flowing, and give me that 110% that is a must to 
win.” 

Besides just wrestling partners, Tojo and George are best friends 
and enjoy many things together. They attend karate and wrestling 
exhibitions in local high schools in and around Nashville. During 
the fall and winter seasons, George plays basketball in a semi-pro- 
fessional league. Tojo often accompanies him, where he cheers the 
team on to victory. 

And being the humanitarians that they are, they now are in- 
volved in a program devised to help underprivileged children, 
where they visit and spend time with them. ‘We love to talk to 
people,”’ said the congenial Tojo, ‘because we care about them.” 

The two grapplers, now one of the hottest tag teams to ever hit 
the Southern arenas, do not allow it to interfere with their attitudes 
about other people. **One man I admire most,” George declared, 
“ig the late Elvis Presley.’’ He and Tojo had Botten acquainted 
with the music legend in Las Vegas just last year. They found him 
to be simple, and down-to-earth, and they admired the fact that he 
pushed away the fame and glory that he had attained, to be the 
“true’” person beneath. ‘That is really how I would like to be,”” 
George expressed with pride. 

Wrestlers have often accused George of “‘hiding behind his 
Dad”’ because they realize the prominence of his being considered 
the “‘dean of all promoters."’ The moment you see George’s tre- 
mendous talent within the squared circle, you will know this isn’t 
true. ‘‘I’ve had a lot to overcome, but I did it myself,’ the hand- 
some athlete explained. “I fight my own battles, and I stand be- 
hind no man,” he continued. 

In their leisure time, Tojo has also taught George to cook the 

(Continued on page 62) 


The instruction he has received from his idol, Yammamoto, has 
made Gulas a formidable opponent for almost any wrestler in the 
midwest. (Photographs by Scott Teal) 


(Left) George Gulas and Tojo Yammamoto, in their street attire. (Right) The author, Vickie Lynn Goddard, interviews Gulas and Yam- 


mamoto. 
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By MITSU UEHIRA 


shies popularity of girl wrestling increases every month in Japan 
The promoters of the World Womens Wrestling Association have 
made gr in giving the wrestling fans some exciting girl 
years 
ent match in Tokyo featured the ever popular duo of Mari 
and Maki Ueda, better known to the fans as the Beauty Pair, 
against the tough combination of Fujima Susisaki and Nancy Kumi 


Always exciting and coming up with novel ideas the Beauty Pair 
each wore a mask into the ring’ and wrestled with them on. The 
fans found this aling and even though the wrestling public 


GIRL TAG TEAM 
WAR IN JAPAN 


(Top) Miss Fujimi Susisaki and Nancy Kumi get their instructions from the referee. (Above) Susiasaki wins the second fall with a 
reverse Boston Crab. 
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(Above) Maki has her opponent in 
airplane spin. (Left) Susisaki takes com- 
mand with a body slam on Mari, 


knew the identity of the masked ladies, it 
was still a very good idea since it just added 
to the popularity of the Beauty Pa 

From the start of the first fall, the 
showed both skill and ability in their knowl- 

of wrestling, Maki is well trained in the 
use of various leg holds and her deadly F 
ure Four leglock has caused many oppo- 
nents to concede. Her partner, Mari, is also 
a talented girl wrestler and fayors flying 
maneuvers like the drop kick, flying head 
scissors. flying body drop, and other moves 
which enable her to fly in the air. 

Their opponents are not to be given se 
ond class ratings, for the duo of. Fujimi 
Susisaki and Nancy Kumi can dish it out 
with the best of them, Miss Susisaki has 
been wrestling for: some three years and h 

¢ of the sport, and is quite 

hhouse girl wrestler. Her favorite hold 

jeeper. Nancy Kumi is also a girl to 

watch in the ring. Her ability with karate and 
other martial arts makes her a deadly oppo- 


The first fall of the three-fall affair went 


for twenty two minutes, with Maki taking 
the first fall with a Figure Four leglock, em- 
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(Above) All four girls are engaged in a free-for-all during the last fall of the match. (Below) Mari launches her attack on Fujima with a 
series of drop kicks. After five drop kicks, the pin was made. 


ploying it on Miss Kumi. The second fall 
saw a turn of events, when after eleven min- 
utes of wrestling action, Susisaki caught 
Mari in a reverse Boston Crab which forced 
her to concede. The third and final fall was 
hot, with a lot of wrestling by both teams. 
At one point in the final fall, all four girls 
were in the ring trying to cause World War 
Three. In the end, the victory came when 
Mari launched a series of bullet fast drop 
kicks at Fujimi to stun her and make the pin. 

After the match this reporter spoke to the 
Beauty Pair and learned that they are in the 
process of negotiating with Mildred Burke in 
California to tour the United States and 
Canada. Miss Burke is in the stages of set- 
ting up some All-Girl wrestling cards for 
1978. 

Ring Wrestling magazine will have an up- 
dated report on Miss Burke’s efforts in a fu- 
ture edition of this publication. 
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(Above) Maki puts her deadly Figure Four leglock on Nancy, who concedes the first fall. (Below) Mari gets set to put the grapevine 
on her opponent. 


JULY, 1978 


BOB BACKLUND WINS TITLE 
(Continued from page 7) 


be champion again!’ 

With these words, the stage has been set 
for a real knock down-drag out brawl for the 
title, Who will eventually emerge with the 
championship is anybody's guess, but it 
must be remembered that Bob Backlund was 
schooled in the sport and will definitely be 
even a tougher man to defeat in the future, 
now that he has the WWWF title. 


FUJINAMI WINS JR. TITLE 


(Continued from page 12) 


“Some day I hope to wrestle for the 
heavyweight title’, Fujinami stated through 
an interpreter before one of his battles in 
Madison Square Garden. “I am still young 
and 1 am still learning about the sport, but I 
feel that if | continue to progress as much as 
I haye in the past I will be able to wrestle 
some of the heavyweights in the future. T 
have a good foundation in the sport and I 
have to thank both Mr. Inoki and Mr. Karl 
Gotch for this. In the future, I hope to con- 
tinue to learn my sport to the best of my 
ability and also defend my belt with honor 
and dignity.”” 

Since entering the wrestling world, Dra- 
gon Fujinami has proven to be one of the top 
new stars to come along in quite some time, 
and, in all probability, we should be seeing 
and hearing quite a bit more about this sen- 
sational young star in the months and years 
ahead. He seems destined to be one of the 
great ones. 


KEVIN SULLIVAN 


(Continued from page 15) 


seriously injured Kevin's brother, John L. 
Sullivan, and Kevin fought to seek revenge. 
Kevin became so enraged Roop left the area 
and came to the West Coast. Sullivan chased 
him and finally arranged a match with him 
in San Francisco. Kevin's father, George, 
Was so proud of his son and the fact he de- 
feated Roop in the match that he entered the 
ring to congratulate him. While this was 
going on Roop attacked George from behind 
and picked him up, giving him the deadly 
‘shoulder-breaker’ hold and sending him to 
the hospital. Before Kevin could catch him, 
Roop ran back to his dressing room for 
safety. 

“T have never seen anything as un- 
sportsmanlike as that,"’ Kevin shouted after 
the incident. ‘I will kill Roop, He istasking 
for it. No one injures my brother or father 
like that and gets away with it!”* 

The feud continued and the pair bad three 
bloody brawls in the same Cow Palace ring. 
Before a crowd of 10,458, Sullivan fought 
Roop in a wire cage match. They wrestled in 
a ring surrounded by a steel wire cage, seven 
feet high. Both wrestlers were bleeding se- 
verely before the match finally ended and 
Roop was the victor. 
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Many believe he used an iron object on 
Sullivan to win the third fall and the match. 
Naturally, Roop denied that he defeated 
Kevin illegally and the referee didn’t catch 
him with any illegal object or he would have 
automatically been disqualified. 

“T do not need any object to beat that 
punk Sullivan,” Roop shouted during a tele- 
vision interview after the match. “‘I could 
beat him seven days a week with my hands 
tied. That includes both him and his brother. 
T hate the whole family.”* 

According to Kevin, he still isn’t through 
with Roop. He will chase him until he 
catches him and when he does, he will beat 
him until Roop can’t move, and he won't 
care who fines him or whether or not he gets 
disqualified. All he wants is to pay back 
Roop. Since then, Roop has left the entire 
West Coast and was last seen wrestling in 
the Florida area. 

“No matter what it takes J will catch him 
again,’’ Kevin said. ‘I could go back to 
Florida if 1 wanted, but I think Ill try and 
cool down. My father is okay now and he is 
going to manage me for a few months. He is 
@ great athlete himself and he knows a lot 
about the do's and don'ts of wrestling. | will 
continue to learn from him.” 

Keyin would like to earn another shot at 
the United States heavyweight championship 
and then eventually the world’s heavyweight 
championship. He also would like to team 
again with Dean Ho in hopes of the two get- 
ting a chance at the world’s tag team cham- 
pionship. Currently, the tag crowns belong 
to Kurt and Karl Von Steiger and Kevin re- 
alizes they are a brutal, capable combination, 

“I have been in the ring with them before 
in non-title matches,’ Sullivan recalled. 
“Yes, they are rough. And they are very ex- 
perienced. They are similar to Roop in that 
they enjoy mayhem. They like sending their 
challengers to the hospital. Well, they're not 
going to do that to me. No way. | don’t care 
how sneaky they are. Between Dean and 1, 
we could beat them. My father is giving me 
expert advice on the success of tag team 
wresiling. Probably by the time this is pub- 
lished fans will be seeing what | have 
Jearned.”* 


Before coming to the west coast, Kevin 
completed a successful tour of Japan, where 
he met and defeated many of the great 
Japanese wrestlers there. He admits competi- 
tion is tough there, but that is the way he 
likes it. Many great Japanese wrestlers have 
been equally successful in the United States 
as well as in Japan, including Kinji Shibuya, 
Mr. Moto, Mr. Saito, The Great Fuji, Mitsu 
Arkawa, Hiro Ota and others. Kevin has de- 
feated some of them. 

Sullivan has wrestled throughout the 
United States as well as in Australia, 
Canada, Japan, New Zealand and parts of 
the Far East. He prefers the money and 
competition in our country, and he is quick 
to explain why. 

“T love wrestling anywhere in the United 
States,"’ he said. “The competition is rough, 


the money is good, the people are great, the 
sights are beautiful, and the food is delici- 
ous. That covers all of my favorite things! 
Oh yes, and the women are lovely!"* 

Sullivan's favorite foods include steak 
with garlic and sauce, salads and marinated 
lamb. Of course, his diet is very important 
in maintaining proper condition to wrestle. 

Considering his busy schedule, Kevin has 
little time for hobbies ot other activities. He 
spends three days per week working out in 
the gyms, and he wrestles about three nights 
per week. Between that and his busy travel- 
ing committments he has little time for any- 
thing else. All of his efforts, however, seem 
to be paying off, He is a very successful 
wrestler and is very highly rated. 

Promoter Mike LaBelle of Los Angeles 
had this to say about Kevin: ‘*Sullivan is a 
great guy and an outstanding wrestler, There 
is always action when he is in the ring, and 
the fans really go for him. They turn out to 
see him no matter when or where he is 
wrestling and that is what counts for a 
promoter. I am always happy to have Kevin 
on my cards because he is a big box office 
guarantee. The only problem is, it's difficult 
getting him to make commitiments because 
he already has so many of them, He is in 
great demand all over the world and if he 
makes a promise or signs a contract to wres- 
tle somewhere, he will be there for sure. 

“Tl never forget the time I wanted him to 
appear in a main event for a six-man tag 
team match,’’ Mike recalls. “I must have 
spent two hundred dollars in telephone calls 
trying to reach the man, He was supposedly 
in San Francisco and by the time J reached 
the right man there he was off to Florida. By 
the time | reached Florida he had left and 
they didn’t know whether he was taking a 
month off or was headed for Japan to wres- 
tle. ] finally reached him and lured him to 
wrestle in the match. Now, that is what 1 
call a great wrestler who is in big demand.”* 

Will Kevin's style of wrestling change? 
He admitted the only way to pay back the 
wrestlers who have done him wrong is to 
fight fire with fire, and that means breaking 
the rules. He is out for revenge, and we feel 
sorry for anyone who tries to get in his way. 

We are sure his fans will remain behind 
him all the way. 


“UNDERRATED” MADRIL 
(Continued from page 25) 

The fans in Texas, however, hope that this 
day won’t come for a long, long time be- 
cause Madril has taken the area by storm. 
He is without a doubt one of the most popu- 
lar wrestlers ever to appear in Texas and one 
of the most exciting, also, 

With just a little more experience and a 
little luck, Alberto Madril will soon capture 
the NWA title. In fact, if Alberto Madril 
gets another chance to wrestle for the title 
before you have a chance to read this, the 
popular Mexican may already have the NWA 
title in his possession. He really is that good! 


RING WRESTLING 


JOHNNY RODZ 
(Conrintied from page 17) 
business as | do in wrestling,”’ John smiles. 

Many wrestlers conic up to me and say 
‘Johnny, make me a ring, Johnny, make me 
a necklace.’ | make everything by hand. It is 
a lot of work, but it is also very profitable. 1 
use the finest materials and anyone who or- 
ders something from me is assured of the 
best in all of this country, You can’t get any 
better that Johnny Rodz, baby!” 

Johnny is very confident about everything 
he does. Some say he is too confident. John 
laughs when you talk to him about that. 
“*Man, some people get mad at the way I 
brag. Hey, you can’t argue about sucess. | 
think they are either jealous of me, or just 
stupid. 1 don’t care what people say, as long 
as 1 keep winning and making money, to 
hell with them all.’” 

Speaking to Johnny and watching him in 
the ring brings me to the conclusion that this 
man knows what he wants and goes out and 
gets it, He is cocky, he is rough, he has no 
respect for what anyone thinks, but he is one 
successful wrestler, and that is all that 
counts. They call him ‘The Unpredictable 
One’’, but there is one thing that | can pre- 
dict for Mr. Rodz, his sucess will continue 
for many years to come. 


OX BAKER 

(Continued from page 21) 

_ What amazes me most about Ox is his 
lack of mercy, After conducting the inter- 
view with him, he faced Skip Young, in 
Dallas, Txas, During the match, he totally 
destroyed and annihilated Young. Baker, se- 
eing me with my camera, dragged Skip by 
the throat to where | was and ordered me to 
“take a picture of this massacre’’. Ox was 
eventually disqualified, but it overwhelmed 
me that this man could be so heartless. 

I've come to the conclusion that profes- 
sional wrestling does not need men like Ox 
Baker in it. He has no feeling for his fellow 
man, he is cruel, and he doesn’t care if he 
wins or loses, just as long as he maims. In 
his own words, ‘‘I will be in the wrestling 
business as long as I can beat the living hell 
out of some poor slob, and make a fortune 
doing it 

It's a pity that Baker's words are true, It’s 
even more of a shame that people will pay to 
see him do it 


NIGERIA 

(Continued from page 23) 

tournament set up by 1980, This would in- 
deed be of great importance since every con- 
tinent has their own championship except 
that of Africa. 

Wrestling fans in major cities in Nigeria 
get to see wrestling shows from the Joint 
Promotions tapes. This allows them to see 
American stars as well. Johnny War Eagle 
and Bruce Hart were two stars that the fans 
in Nigeria enjoyed seeing on television, and 
they hope that they will come to Nigeria in 
the future. 

Wrestlers in any weight group are invited 
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to send their resumes to Mr. Eniteya at Peg- 
son International Promotions, 7/9 Itre Road, 
P.M.B. 3165 Surulere, Lagos, Nigeria. 

A new age of professional wrestling is on 
the horizon with territories like Nigeria being 
made accessible through the Pegson Interna- 
tional Promotions. 


GINO HERNANDEZ 
(Continued from page 28) 


his forehead. Gino moved in for the kill as 
the Sheik backed away. 

A perfectly’ executed dropkick decked the 
Sheik. The enraged Arab quickl 
to his feet. Once again Gino w 
ing dropkick. This time the Sheik was ready. 
He dodged the blow and Gino fell to the 
mat. 

This was the break the Sheik had been 
waiting for. Gino was face down on the can- 
vas and in perfect position for the Sheik’s 
finishing hold, the camel clutch. He pulled 
back on Gino's neck and one could only im- 
agine the agony Gino was feeling, Several 
attempts to break the hold failed. Gino had 
no choice but to submit, 

The joyous new champion grabbed the 
belt and exited from the ring. A dejected 
Gino Hernandez slowly pulled himself up off 
the canvas. *‘I'd like to thank everyone who 
came out tonight to cheer me on. | gave it 
my best but it wasn’t enough. You're the 
greatest fans anyone could hope for and I'll 
do everything in my power to regain that 
belt." 

With or without the belt, Gino is certainly 
a champion in his own right. 


BOB FUREY 

(Continued from page 36) 

active in wrestling while stationed at Fort 
Polk, until transferred to Viet Nam. 

He was inactive after this, and it wasn’t 
until early 1976 when he met another avid 
wrestling fan that he realized he wanted to 
wrestle again. After a short affiliation with 
Ringside 41, Bob joined forces with Tito 
Torres, and is now being trained rigorously. 

The ‘Fighting Irishman’* is a scientific 
wrestler and great crowd pleaser, but if an 
opponent is particularly rough, Bob will take 
whatever action is necessary to combat him. 
He believes very strongly that ‘‘wrestling 
should be a sport, nor a blood bath."’ Allow- 
ing his opponents to set the pace of the 
maich, he follows through accordingly. 

Although he admires Bruno Sammartino’s 
style, Bob patterns himself after no one. His 
favorite moves and holds are the Irish Can- 
nonball and the Sleeper Hold (perfected with 
Tito’s help). 

Fans are very important to the “Fighting 
Irishman’’, and he depends a great deal on 
audience approval. He does feel, however, 
that the fans should treat the wrestlers with 
respect, and not throw things at them during 
matches. 

In tecent matches, Bob has chalked up 
wins against the likes of Don Cole, the 
Black Dragon, El Patriota Puerto Rico, 


Crazy Luke “Fonz”, and El Coyote, losing 
only two out of seven recent matches. 

The potential for greatness is there, and 
with the help of Tito Torres, hard work and 
lime, this man may go on to much bigger 
and befter things. 

In the meantime, Jersey City is extremely 
privileged to have the talents of Tito Torres 
as a teacher in the very narrow field of 
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HISTORY OF TAG TEAMS 
(Continued from page |!) 


his son is the current American Wrestling 
Association champion. While as a team this 
father and son combo did very well and dur- 
ing their campaign in the Pacific they met up 
with two other father and son duos, Gino 
and Leo Garabaldi and Brother Jonathan and 
his son Don Leo. 

Other teams exploded in the tag team divi 
sion in those years. Some of the top combi- 
nations from 1954 to 1957 were: Pat O'Con- 
nor and Vern Gagne. Art Nelson and Reggie 
“The Crusher’ Lisowski, Roy Shire and the 
Fabulous Bobby Wallace, Buddy Rogers and 
The Great Scott, Lou Kim and Hard Boiled 
Haggerty, Mr. Moto and Great Togo, Guy 
and Joe Brunetti, Don Eagle and Billy Two 
Rivers, Chris and John Tolos, These and 
other tag team combinations were top men in 
their field and tag team matches were often 
the main events of wrestling cards in an era 
that has passed on, A girl tag team that was 
very popular in 1956 was the combination of 
Penny Banner and Lorraine Johnson. They 
Won a tournament held in Ohio and were 
named the Girl Tag Team Champions. 

If you didn’t get a chance to attend the 
wrestling card at Madison Square Garden on 
November {8th, 1957 you could read all 
about it in the papers the next day. That is 
quite unusual since the New York City 
dailies seldom give the mat sport any ink, 
however, the sport of wrestling was making 
headlines in the Daily News, the Post and 
even in the New York Times. 

A full riot exploded in the famous arena 
located then at 49th St and Eighth Avenue. 
The wrestlers involved in this riot were part 
of a main event involving a four man tag 
team match. The teams were composed of: 
Dick ‘The Bruiser’ Affils and Dr. Jerry 
Graham against Ed Carpentier and his part- 
ner, the late Antonio Rocca. 

The riot started after referee Danny 
Bartfield awarded the match to Carpentier 
and Rocca after he disqualified the team of 
The Bruiser and The Good Doctor. Excited 
fans ran to the ring to congratulate their 
heros. However, some of the spectators at- 
tacked Dick The Bruiser. The Bruiser started 
to defend himself by throwing his attackers 
back into the crowds, That just angered more 
of the fans and soon more bodies were flying 
in the air. In the meantime Rocca & Graham 
continued to wrestle. Several fans were taken 
to the hospital as were three policemen. A 
33-man police detail from the nearby 16th 
Precinct had to be called in to subue the riot. 

‘The riot didn’t just end in the ring. It con- 
tinued right to the office of New York State 
Athletic Commissioner Julius Helfand. A 
commission hearing was called with all four 
wrestlers present. Commissioner Helfand 
handed down fines of $1000 on Dr. Jerry 
Graham and Argentina Rocca since they con- 
tinued to wrestle each other during the riot. 
Ed Carpentier was fined $100, Dick The 
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Bruiser probably suffered the greatest. He 
was banned’ from New York State and fined 
as well. Bruiser’s actions against the fans and 
officials at the Garden were not tolerated by 
the commission. 

The promoters in the Empire State had to 
say a prayer or two since Commissioner Hel- 
fand had ideas to outlaw the sport if any- 
thing of the sort took place again. New York 
State still has one of the toughest athletic 
commissions anywhere. 

In the Jate 50's an impressive tag team 
came on the wrestling scene, The Fabulous 
Kangaroos. In reality they were Roy Heffer- 
nan and Al Costello. They would be accom- 
panied into the ring by their manager, former 
Junior Heavyweight Champion of the World, 
Wild Red Berry. Both Heffernan and Cos- 
tello were from Australia and were a top 
class duo, One of their pre-match rituals was 
throwing cardboard boomerangs into the au- 
dience. In the late sixties the team split. Roy 
Heffernan returned to Australia where he is 
now retired and involved in promoting the 
sport of wrestling. Al Costello continues to 
wrestle and also acts as manager for a 
number of wrestlers. 

The sixties saw a lot of good wrestling tag 
teams in action and some of the top teams 
are listed below. Sad to say we just don’t 
have time to list all those fabulous teams but 
we have taken a number of them that this 
writer feels that are an important part of the 
history of Tag Team wrestling. 

Red Bastien and Lou Klein teamed up and 
became known as the Flying Redheads, The 
Bastien Brothers. The Bastiens wrestled all 
over the country and Canada having a great 
following. They held the World tag team 
championship and also the United States Tag 
Team Championship. One of the features 
that the Bastiens used would be to enter the 
ring with a chest full of Silver Dollars filled 
to the brim. I recall one incident on TV 
when they were matched against the brother 
duo of Dr. Jerry and Eddie Graham. They 
entered the ring and gave the challenge that 
if the Grahams would pin either of the Bas- 
tien Bros. in five minutes they would win 
the chest. Dr. Jerry walked over to the chest 
glanced down and threw a punch at Red Bas- 
tien and then threw handfuls of silver dollars 
to the fans. The match finally got under way 
but when it ended the Grahams were minus 
their United States Tag Team Championship. 
That was on June I 1th, 1960. 

They were known as Murder 
Incorporated—the team of Stanley Kowalski 
(no relation to Killer) and Tiny Mills. These 
two boys wrestled in the midwest and central 
states and caused hell with any other teams 
they met. Mills and Kowalski held the 
American Wrestling Alliance tag team 
champion for several years, defeating some 
topnotch competition. 

One of the most well-known brother com- 
binations in wrestling was started in the mid 
fifties and still active till 1963. The team 
was that of Dr. Jerry Graham and his brother 
Eddie. The Grahams were outstanding 


wrestling stars back then and still are. While 
4 team, the combo of Dr. Jerry and Eddie 
were the only team ever to hold the United 
States Tag Title and the World Tag Title at 
the same time. Eddie left the team in 1963. 
Brother Luke came into the picture and he 
and the Doctor teamed for some time. In 
1969 Dr. Jerry had another member of the 
family at his side. This time it was his 
youngest brother, Superstar Billy Graham. 
Today. Dr. Jerry Graham continues his 
wrestling career in the midwest teaming with 
his son, Jerry. Jr. 

Before the Beverly Hillbillies became a hit 
on national TV the sport had a tag team 
known as the Scufflin’ Hillbillies. The duo 
was made up of Chuck Conley and Rip Col- 
lins. They appeared all over the country and 
in Canada. Their favorite hold was some- 
thing called a Possum Stump. 

From Germany came the Bavarian Boys. 
Harry Wenzel and Rudy Jacobs made up this 
fast action team. They would enter the ring 
wearing Bavarian gear and were true 
wrestlers from the minute the bell rang. We 
were recently informed that Harry Wenzel 
passed away in his native Germany, Rudy 
Jacobs is really Rudy Saturski and is still a 
top wrestler in Germany. He has a son, 
Wolfgang Saturski, who is quite a wrestler 
himself and it is hoped that he will be com- 
ing over to the States in the near future. 

There were a number of masked tag teams 
in the sixties. Some of the duos were; The 
Bolos, The Crusaders, The Medics, The As- 
sassins, The Demons and Zebra Kid #1 and 
#2 in the early 60's. 

Possibly one of the biggest tag teams of 
all time got their start in the 60s. Jack Smith 
stood an even seven feet and Luke Brown 
stood a mere 6 feet 9 inches tall. These two 
boys went under the billing of the Kentuc- 
kians. They are still active at this writing 
and have been appearing for promoter Lee 
Fields in the Gulf Coast circuit as this article 
is written. 

Johnny Barend and Magnificent Maurice 
Were an outstanding pair of wrestlers that 
Were accompanied by their manager, Mr. 
Kleen. Active in the midwest and the west 
coast these two really tore the arenas apart 
with their style of wrestling. Mr. Kleen once 
sold their contract to Bobby Davis when the 
Handsome and the Magnificent Ones ap- 
peared on the East Coast. A plane crash in 
the Pacific took the life of the Magnificent 
Maurice a few years ago. Johnny Barend, a 
long time part of the wrestling scene in 
Hawaii, is rumored to be back on the main- 
land and retired from wrestling. 

Skull Murphy and Bruter Bernard made a 
fearsome duo in the sixties. These two bald 
beauties started to team in the early part of 
1964 and continued their partnership right up 
to 1970 when the team ended with the death 
of Skull Murphy. 

Mark Lewin and Don Curtis were the 
throb of the teeny boppers in the late fifties 
and early sixties. They were an outstanding 
duo winning such titles as the US champi- 
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onship, world tag belts, the Canadian Open, 
and others. 

In 1964 a tag team made the scene that 
was called by the wrestling media, the team- 
ing of Beauty and the Beast. The duo was 
the father and son combo of Wild Bull Curry 
and his son Fred. Curry Sr. was a well 
known wrestler for generations and his style 
of wrestling was and neyer has been dupli- 
cated. His son Fred teamed with his famous 
dad in New England, eastern Canada, the 
Midwest and Texas. They continue to wres- 
tle as a team in the midwest. 

There have been many Russian tag teams 
in the past and probably the best known duo 
was the brother combination of Karol and 
Ivan Kalmikoff. These Russians were on top 
of the wrestling world during the cold war 
years. The relations between the US 
government and the Soviet Union were not 
in the state of detente which exists today. 
The Kalmikoffs would enter the ring wearing 
very colorful jackets with their Cossack hats. 
Karol is still active in wrestling as a manager 
and a wrestler. Ivan passed away in later 
1964 after a wrestling match. The Kalmikoff 
Bros. continued when Nikita Kalmikoff re- 
placed his deceased brother. 

Another brother team that was a hot attrac 
tion in the 60's was the team of Mike and 
Doe Gallagher. The two Irish Jads upset the 
wrestling scene in New York State, the 
midwest, the southern states and Texas. The 
Gallaghers had a very vicious hold which 
was banned from wrestling. The brothers 
from Bayonne, New Jersey perfected a nerve 
hold which brought about a.temporary blind- 
ness. One of the cla: tag team matches 
presented in Buffalo, New York came about 
when promoter Pedro Martinez signed The 
Gallaghers to meet the brother duo of John 
and Chris Tolos. 

Harley Race and Larry Hennig made a 
great impression in the AWA wrestling cir- 
cuit and held that tag team championship a 
number of times. The brother team of Mad 
Dog and Butcher Vachon were also the 
AWA tag team champions on several oce 
sions. The Vachons also held the Grand Prix 
World tag team championship a number of 
times. 

One of the most action packed tag teams 
to ever step into the ring was the Hell’s 
Angels. The team was made up of Ron Dup- 
ree and Chris Colt. The team was formed in 
Arizona in 1967 and was still a team until 
1974. Ron Dupree suffered a heart attack 
and died shortly after that. Today Chris Colt 
is wrestling on the West Coast as a single. 

These are just some of the many tag teams 
that made up the fast and furious sixties. 
Space does not allow the listing of every 
single team that saw action in that time span. 

With the seventies, the wrestling world 
saw the entrance of the world’s biggest tag 
team in the form of Benny and Billy 
McGuire. Both weigh in at over 700 pounds 
These jumbo twins from North Carolina are 
in great demand all over the world and re- 
cently returned to their farm in North 
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Carolina after a successful tour of Japan. 

Tag team wrestling is just coming to a 
peak in the United Kingdom even though tag 
action has been present there since the early 
fifties. There has never been a recognized 
tag team champion by Joint Promotions, the 
major promotion league in England. The 
Joint promotions are getting set to hold the 
first national tag team tournament in order to 
find a national tag team championship 
combo for the title. 

The British Wrestling Alliance. another 
promotional group in England, has various 
tag titles for different regions of the country, 
including a mixed tag team championship 
currently held by Sue Brittain and Mike 
DeMain. The British Wrestling Alliance is a 
bit more advanced in the tag team depart- 
ment than the Joint Promotions. It will be 
only a short time that the whole of the 
United Kingdom has gone mad for tag team 
wrestling when the British tag title tourna- 
ment begins. 

The seventies have seen some great tag 
teams in the last few years. Some of the out- 
standing tag duos today are as follows: 

Kurt and Karl Von Steiger, the brothers 
from Berlin, Germany, that have been caus- 
ing worry to many fans and wrestlers since 
their arrival here in the States in 1968. 

Ed and Jerry Morrow, a top class tag duo 
currently active in British Columbia. Not 
since the teaming of Bobo Brazil and Bear- 
cat Wright has wrestling seen such a great 
team of black wrestlers. 

Professor Tanaka and Mr. Fuji have been 
around for a number of years and have held 
the World Wide Wrestling Federation title 
twice. 

Ric Flair and Greg Valentine are a duo 
that have set the wrestling world on fire with 
their wrestling style. 

Ken Lucas and Keyin Sullivan are cur- 
rently teaming in the central states as we go 
to press, This duo formerly held the Gulf 
Coast Championship and have their eyes set 
on the World Title. 

Gene and Ole Anderson are a duo that is 
shaking up the old South. 

Another brother team that is big today is 
the duo of Jon and Jim Valiant. These 
brothers have been called the hottest brother 
duo in wrestling in twenty years. 

High Chief Maiyia and Chief Jay 
Strongbow are the most colorful and prob- 
ably the most popular combo in wrestling 
today, The two Chiefs have a goal, and that 
is to gain the World Wide Wrestling Federa- 
tion tag team championship. 

Jesse Ventura and Buddy Rose have been 
a regular tag team for the last three years on 
the West Coast and most recently in Hawaii. 
These two have caused the blood pressure of 
many fans to go on with their unique style of 
wrestling. 

Steve Keim and Mike Graham is a duo 
that hold a version of the U.S. tag title. 
They are a yery popular team in Florida, 

Jim Brunzell and Greg Gagne are two 
wrestlers that have gone far in their short 


wrestling careers. They are the current hol- 
ders of the AWA tag team championship. 

Promoter Vince McMahon presented a 
very unique tag match at Madison Square 
Garden on January 23rd, 1978. An eight 
man elimination tag team match was pre- 
sented. The teams consisted of Stan Stasiak, 
Baron Mikel Scicluna, Mr. Fuji and Profes- 
sor Tanaka as the captain. The other team 
had Bob Backlund as the Captain, Tony 
Garea, Larry Zbyszko and Chief Peter 
Maivia. This was the first time an eight man 
elimination match like this was ever held in 
New York state. 

The rules called for any wrestler pinned or 
thrown out of the ring to return to the dres- 
sing room. The bell rang and the first wres- 
tler out was Stan Stasiak when he was 
drop-kicked over the top rope. Chief Maivia 
was thrown out of the ring. Larry Zbyszko 
was pinned by Tanaka. Tony Garea met his 
Waterloo when he met a deadly flying 
kamikaze by Mr. Fuji. With Garea gone it 
was Bob Backlund alone to face the trio of 
Scicluna, Tanaka, and Fuji. The Princeton, 
Minnesota native took care of all three foes! 
He first pinned Scicluna and then drop- 
Kicked Fuji out of the ring. The final win- 
ning move was when Backlund pinned Pro- 
fessor Tanaka. 

This form of tag team match is not new to 
professional wrestling. However, for the fans 
in the Empire State it was something of a 
novelty, There have been other forms of tag 
team competition in the last forty-one years. 
Promoters have presented three man tag 
teams (remember the Miller Bros., Ed, Bill 
and Danny?) and a full size girl teamed with 
a midget girl to face another tea of the 
same size, Mixed tag teams of a male and 
female wrestler facing another mixed duo 
was very popular in the sixties. especially in 
the south. There haye been many other var- 
ieties of tag team matches since that autumn 
night in Houston, Texas in 1937. 

Tag team wrestling has become an impor- 
tant part of the sport and this article has tried 
to present just a small bit of the history of 
one of the most popular forms of profes- 
sional wrestling. 
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LORD HAYES AND SUPER D. 
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calling his partnership with Hayes. “I fi 
met Al back some years ago in Australia 
when both of us were playing professional 
soccer, After that, I went into hockey before 
getting into wrestling, where Al and I met 
up again in Texas and teamed up for awhile. 
During my suspension from the AWA last 
year, I figured I needed someone to look 
after my interests and talked him into com- 
ing back with me as my manager”, 

To those wondering, Super D, is an 
American but a well travelled one. He has 
been under a mask for twelve years, for- 
merly calling himself the Spoiler, In answer 
to a query. Destroyer replied; “1 don’t find 
the mask a discomfort. I’m used to it. I'd 
feel strange wrestling without it. Oh, there 
are times in the summer when I feel it, but I 
can live with it’. 

The two men are diametrically opposed to 
one another in every way’ save one, sports. 
Yet, they have combined their efforts to- 
wards a single goal. that of the heavyweight 
championship. Hayes is by far the more en- 
gaging personality. a gregarious man who 
loves his work. 

Prior to and after the matches. Hayes can 
usually be heard laughing uproariously at 
various humorous activities going on behind 
the scenes. He loves ribald jokery and his 
best friend is someone who can tell his a 
story he hasn't heard before. 

Perhaps part of the fascination 
for so many is in his outlook on 
eral. He never takes anything serious for 
long, including his image of the villian, Un- 
like some, like BlackJack Lanza who feel 
compelled to project their hate monger role 
on a twenty-four hour a day basis, Hayes 
feels no such obligation, He mingles freely 
with fans including those who hate his guts, 
as well as a minority of supporters, He can 
usually be seen with a smirk on his face. as 
though his whole image of villainy was one 
big sham. 

(Of course. Hayes is no angel. He can get 
rough when the situation calls for it, and 
often does. On those rare moments that his 
man needs an extra hand, Hayes is right 
there in the thick of it. He publicly appears 
offended when mentioned in the same breath 
as countryman Billy Robinson. “Robinson is 
a commoner, not fit to be in my presence.” 
says his Lordship. 

The Super D. is a personable sort under 
that hood but quite the opposite of his man- 
ager. The masked one tends to be shy and 
soft-spoken and when upset as he was one 
night about a magazine article on himself, 
simply sat quictly in a corner and tore it to 
shreds, bit by bit. 

The Lord was a well established mat fi- 
gure before coming to the USA in 1969, 
having covered arenas in Paris, Spain and 
Japan to name a few. Texas made him a 
“name” in this country but, ironically. his 
father has never seen Hayes wrestle, by 


he has held 
life in gen- 
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choice. “‘My father longed for an England 
that no longer existed, | was to be a part of 
that world,” mused Alfred. 

Hayes has a James Mason-type speaking 
voice that lends itself well to the continual 
flow of rhetoric that must precede every 
match on the midwestern circuit. While any- 
‘one can call themselves a ““Lord,’’ Alfred is 
the real thing, and you'd better believe it! 


THE MAT WORLD 
(Continued from page 43) 


kie, better known in civilian life as 
James Small. Mr. Small wrestled 
in the 40’s and 50's in New England for 
various promoters. He was a very well- 
rounded wrestler, knowing the sport inside 
and out, The wrestling world will miss its 
“Boston Blackie.” 

Dusty Rhodes looking for a change at the 
NWA belt. As we go to press, the American 
Dream will be having his chance in New Or- 
leans. . Abdulah Farouk back in the 
Sheik’s corner in Detroit. . . . Susan Sexton 
the pride of Australia, to return to the United 
States for an extended tour. . . . Vern Gagne 
hot on the trail of Nick Bockwinkle for a 
title crack, .. . Mighty Zulu doing well in 
Montreal. 

Joe Carchia of 81 Crandall St., Provi- 
dence, RI 02908 would like to trade news 
clips, resutls, programs, and other material 
on the late Bruce Lee. Another fan, James 
Evans, Box 260, RD I. Claysville, Pa. 15- 
323, would like to hear from fans of masked 
wrestlers. Fans down Mexico way are in- 
vited to write to Jimmy, too. 

If you're a fan of Ken Patera, I suggest that 
you join the band wagon by sending a 
Stamped self-addressed envelope to the Ken 
Patera Fan Club, 25-40 31st Ave., Astoria, 

Y. 11106. 

See you next issue with more news from 
Around the World. 

SCOTT CASEY 
(Continued from page 47) 
Casey stated, “and that is ‘When the going 
gets rough the rough get going’. 1 learned 
this from watching Faul and talking to him, 
and he too has been a great inspirational 
force in my climb to the top.” 

At the present time, Scott Casey is wrest!- 
ing in the Texas area, having just returned 
from a sensational stint in the Virginia; 
Carolina territory, and here in the Lone Star 
State the fans have really taken to this like- 
able grappler with open arms. Whether it be 
in Houston, Corpus Christi, San Antonio, 
Dallas, or Fort Worth, the fans never fail to 
get behind this sensational grappler and 
cheer him on to victory, For this wonderful 
fan support Scott Casey is very thankful and 
he has openly stated, “This has got to be the 
best area for wrestling that I’ve ever been in. 
Here the fans are just fantastic and when I’m 
in that ring and hear them yelling and shout- 
ing encouragement to me, it makes me put 
out 200% so that 1 can come up with a win. 
To be honest, this is really the first time that 
I’ve wrestled in the Texas area. When J first 


started out 1 wrestled a few times in the 
Texas panhandle, but then I hit the road and 
haven't returned since. This is like a home 
coming for me. 1 was born in Dallas and 
grew up in Amarillo and 1 always looked 
forward to the day when | would be able to 
wrestle in front of my hometown friends and 
to say that it’s been just great here would be 
an understatement. 

“You know, facing the likes of Johnny 
Valentine, Gran Markus, Black Jack Lanza. 
and Black Jack Mulligan has been quite an 
experience for me. Ever since | arrived here 
in Texas, I’ve learned quite a bit more about 
the sport by facing those top professionals 
and I feel that I have done very well against 
them. All of the wresilers in Texas are tough 
and I’m glad that 1 was given the opportun- 
ity to come back here to show off my skills 
against these big names. 1 only hope that | 
can keep on winning and make my new- 
found friends proud of me and my ability in- 
side the ring.” 

With his style, drive and determination, 
the likeable Scott Casey should be a major 
force to be reckoned with in the wresting 
world for many years to come. 


GULAS AND YAMMAMOTO 


(Continued fram page 53) 


finest of Oriental cuisine. His menu consists 
of rice, pepper steak, and Korean barbecue. 
It seems fair to admit that Tojo has taken up 
much time and energy with George, and has 
helped him to discover many new facets of 
life. But what is George going to do to repay 
him? “I'm going to try to make him a bas- 
ketball star,"” he chuckled, “‘but his height 
may be a slight disadvantage.” 


—— 


MAT NEWS FROM 
WEST AFRICA 


By TRIGO HARRISON 
IBN EGBEGI 


LAGOS: Nigerian wrestlers continue to make great strides, 

One of such wrestlers is Mike Bamidele, the world light- 
heavyweight champ, who recently had a close call defending 
his crown against British challenger Baron Ivan Penzecolf, Be- 
fore the hight the champion openly declared he'd lose his ite 
ralher than see his crown taken. 

in the early going the champion got messed up before he 
pulled himself together to score a spectacular kayo in the 4th 
found. The champ received tremendous punishment al the 
hands and feet of the evil nobleman who captured the first fall 
after only 1.30 minute of the opening bell. The treatment con- 
tinued until the 4th when Bamidele catapulted Penzecoff out 
Of the ring. The Baron was badly hurl and falled to beat the 
count 

“its my hardest fight so far,” a battered but jubilant Mike 
told me. "Baron Penzecoft must be one of the toughest light 
heavies in the world. | don't wish ta meet him again. | felt at 
‘one time | was in hell” 

Did he meet the devil at home? 

"No, he was in the 00." he replied, smiling. 

LAGOS: The suspended Nigerian national championshyps 
finally resumed, and Ben Lionheart has been crowned the 
heavyweight king, Inside the sports hall of the magnificent na- 
tional stadium complex. the burly lion-heart ascended, the: 
throne via a two-stralght fall win over promising Amos Alafua, 

‘Other national champs crowned include Tarzan Eshiet (light 
heavy) and Thunder Blue Jaja (middle) 


When writing letters that 
require an answer please 
send along stamped self 
addressed envelope. 
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FAN CLUB NEWS 
(Continued from page 49) 

Larry Hennig has an excellent club under 
the direction of Carol Jean Peddycoatt. Bul- 
Ietins are published quarterly and sell for .75 
each plus a first class stamp. | am sure that 
you will enjoy this very well done bulletin, 
Miss Peddycoart has a very unique style of 
writing and quite enjoyable. The club ad- 
dress is 409 North 16th Street, Moorhead. 
Mn 56560, 

Rasslin' Wonders continues to be a fine 
publication and Mike Omansky wrote to in- 
form me that he still has copies left of his 
excellent 1978 Yearbook selling for $2.00. 
Professionally printed. this book is a very 
good publication that topes even some so- 
called newsstands wrestling magazines. not 
Ring Wrestling. though. However. if you 
like to have your wrestling reading in a fash: 
ion with stories, nostalgia. lots of pictures 
and. exclusive interviews then I suggest you 
contact Mike. You can get a copy of the 
next edition of Rasslin’ Wonders for only 
$1.50. Mike's address is, P. O. Box 103. 
Lake Hiawatha, NJ 07034. Tell Mike that 
Ring Wrestling sent you. 

The Valiant Bros. Fan Club has recently 
celebrated its seventh year, | believe that this 
is one of the oldest fan clubs in operation. 
The recent spring issue of their publication 
contained a cover story on Jimmy. Valiant’s 
fight to curb a suspension by Memphis 
promoter Jerry Jarrett. Also in the latest edi- 
tion of the JV Report was a guest wrestler 
spotlight on Maniac Mike Gordon by Donny 
Liable, a gossip page. a letter from the pres- 
ident. and a column entitled **On The Roads 
with the Vailants."* This and a lot more is 
available int jonally printed bulle- 
tin. You can join the Valiant Bros. Fan Club 
by sending $3.50 to Marilea Nicdizial at Be- 
lin, Mass. 01503. A sample copy of the 
bulletin is only SO plus a first class stamp. 

Florida Mat Action is the name of the bul- 
letin published by Pete’ Lederberg, Foxcroft 
Rd.. Miramar, Fla. 330 Pete puts a lot of 
work in this montly publication dealing with 
detailed reports on wrestling in the Sunshine 
state as well as in other areas. The third 
issue of Florida Mat Action contained a 
ringside report on the recent Superbowl of 
Wrestling event between Harley Race and 
Billy Superstar Graham. Other features were 
ratings, popularity poll, fan club and pen pal 
section and other interesting features. If you 
would like a copy of this bulletin send .50 
plus a stamped self-addressed envelope to 
Pete, 

My good friend, Frank Tavella has issued 
another excellent bulletin for the Lexington 
Minuteman, Kevin Sullivan, The bulletin is 
professionally printed and is entitle Sullivan 
Power. Issue number 7 contained update 
stories and pictures on the popular Irish 
Wrestler. A special pinup in the center of the 
bulletin was of the eighth wonder of the 
world, Andre the Giant. Memberhsip to this 
club is $4.00 a year which includes bulle- 
tins, membership card. photos and more. 
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Frank's address is PO Box 34, Revere. Ma, 
02151. 

Wrestling, The Independent Way con- 
tinues. to be an eye catcher for the mat buff 
who wants to find out what is going on in 
the minor leagues. Ken Mick is the president 
and editor of this excellent bulletin, Each 
We gives news from more areas than the 
ie prior. The bulletin is only .35 plus a 
Stamped self addressed envelope and is well 
worht the price. I think that every serious 
student of professional wrestling should sign 
up for this unique bulletin. As far as this 
writer knows. this is the first attempt to give 
Coverage to the independents through the fan 
club media. You can send for a copy by 
writing to Ken Mick at 385 East Sth Sireet, 
Chillicothe. Ohio 45601. 1 am sure that you 
will be satisfied with his fine publication, 

I would like to mention here that it is of 
great importance when you write to this col- 
umnist, fan clubs, photographers, or wrestl- 
ing services that you include a stamped 
self-addressed envelope for your reply, Fan 
clubs are down in numbers due to the high 
cost of printing and postage, So remember 
when you drop a fine to a fan club and want 
a reply include that stamped self-addressed 
envelope. 

Greg Mosorjak of 539 Dorothy Ave 
Johnstown, Pa 15906 puts out a well in- 
formed wrestling bulletin called Inside the 
Squared Circle. A recent issue contained ten 
pages in a small magazine format, The bulle- 
tin contained area reports results, editor's 
comments, title listings, facts and informa- 
tion from wrestling areas from around the 
country. A sample copy of this bulletin is 
only .50 plus a stamped self addressed en- 
velope. 


Last but not teast is one of my favorite 
bulletins on one of the top wrestling pe 
sonalities in the world. Steve Duess and 
Mike Liberman are the brains behind the 
club for Captain Lou Albano. They do an 
excellent job and must be commended on 
their efforts in their publish a unique bulletin 
called, The Guiding Light A sample copy of 
the bulletin is only $1.00 plus two first class 
stamps. Drop a line to the club at P.O. Box 
1770, Bloomfield, NJ 07003, 

A lot of fans have written in to request 
pen pals and listed below are a number of 
fans that want to exchange letters with 
maybe you. 

Park Collins, c/o Mary Esch, 12227 Clif 
ton Blyd., Apt. 18, Lakewood, Ohio 44107. 
Park would like to hear from fellow girl 
wrestling fans. 

Fans of Mil Mascarsas and Dusty Rhodes 
are invited to write to Artie Demarest III, of 
RD 1, Whitehous Station, NJ 08889, 

Steve Witt wants to hear from fans of Ric 
Flair and masked wrestler fans. Steve's ad- 
dress is 8 Wild Turkey Run, Vinton, Va. 
24179, 

If you're a wrestling fan from Canada, 
Texas, Wisconsin. or California, and have 
tapes of your TV wrestling shows there. con- 
tact Gary Cubeta, 78 Crystal Lake Rd., 


Middletown. Conn. 06457. Gary would also 
like to trade ‘clips with fans from the above 
mentioned areas. 

Rob Ploughman of 101 McDonald Drive, 
Unit 246, Aurora, Ontario, Canada L4G 
M2 would like to hear from fans in other 
jada. especially from British Col- 
. Fans from Japan, England, Mexic 
Africa. and the USA are also invited to write 
Rob. 

Cindy DeJanvieu, 831 NE 7th Se, Grants 
Pass, Oregon 97526 would like to hear from 
wrestling fans outside the Pacifie Northwest. 

Darey Schell would like to trade clips. 
programs, results and other related wrestling 
items. Contact Dary at; $85 Admiral St., 
Providence, RI, 02904. 

John Pinzker of 21 W 765 Park Ave., 
Lombard, Ilinois 60148 would like to hear 
from fans in Te: Vancouver, Florida. 
Georgia, and Hawaii. 

Ray Maloseeski of 3263 Almond St... 
Phila., Pa. 19134 wants to hear from fans 
from all over the country. Ray is a very 
knowledgeable fan and has been one of my 
correspondents for some time 

We often get letters requesting where fan 
purchase photos of the ‘orite stars. 
Listed below are some of the best photo- 
graphers from around the country 

Bruce Viner has some excellent shots of 
both posed and action NWA and AWA star: 
He has a new address which is: 55 Cornel 
Apt. 601, Chicago, [ll, 60657, Include a 
stamped self addressed envelope when you 
to Bruce for his list and remember to 
tell him that Ring Wrestling sent you. 

My friend, Don Freedman has some great 
pictures for sale of wrestling personalities 
from the WWWF, NWA, NWF. Indepen- 
dents and more. Send Don $1.00 and a first 
stamp and he'll send you his yery im- 
‘ive list and two color and one black and 
white samples, Don's address is 66 Village 
Green, Williamsyille, New York, 14221. 

Chester Gembski of PO Box 319, Cham- 
bersburg, Pa., 1720) has two nostalgi 
let size pics of Jimmy Londos and § 
Zbysko for sale for each plus a stamped 
self-addressed envelope. Chester also has old 
time western stars in wallet size for sale too 

Gene Gordon of 411 East “K"’ Street, 
Newton, NC 28658 continues to add to his 
list of girl wrestling pictures. Photos of top 
girls are available from Gene. Mr. Gordon 
also has a large list of male wrestlers dating 
from 1950 to the present for sale. Send two 
first class stamps on your enclosee return 
envelope for his unique wrestling iy 

And now a look at various miscellaneous 
items offered by fans and wrestling services. 

Mr. Craig Nessel of 27 Dearborn Dr.. 
Edison, NJ 088117 has a large assortment of 
wrestling magazines for sale dating from 
1973 to the present. Send a stamped self- 
addressed envelope for his li 

David Summers of Silicon Music Com- 
pany. 222 Tulane St., Garland. Texas, 75 
040, still has copies left of the LP ‘The Bal- 
lad of Moon Dog Mayne” for sale at $2.00 


63 


each. Dave also states that they now have a 
eight-track tape that features. not only the 
Moon Dog Ballad. but interviews and more. 
The eight track sells for $4.00 plus two first 
class stumps. Cassetts are also available for 
$3.75 with wo first class stamps. Dave also 
has a good selection of photographs. too 

Isabelle Comito. 492 Bournemouth Rd.. 
Grosse Pt Farms. Mi.. 48236 has magazines. 
posters and photos for sale, Drop her a 
stamped self addressed enyelope for her lists. 

1 want to remind all fan club presidents. 
editors of various wrestling publications and 
photographers that wish to be listed in this 
column to please send your material directly 
fo me at the address Jisted at the end of this 
column. Fans that would like to be listed in 
this column as pen pals or have something to 
sell just drop me a note and let me know. 

See you next iste with more news from 
the wonderful world of fan clubs and related 
areas. Address ull your mail to me: Tom 
Burke. 31 Groveland St.. Springfield. Mass. 
O1108. 


LEAPING LANNY 


(Continued trem page 30) 


sion interview. ~! don’t drink, smoke. or 
shoot drugs. { enjoy life for what it is.” he 
boldly stated. ““Look before you leap." he 
warned in an effort to caution teenagers in 
making hasty decisions. The sensitive young 
man feels a growing need for an image for 
today’s youth, He wants very much to pre- 
sent himself as an example for the many 
youngsters who feel they need a substitute 
for true happiness. 

His philosophy of lite is a simple one. He 
is very thankful for the grant of life itself 
and believes in using that God given vessel 
as it was intended. Keeping his body in ex- 
cellent condition is in continuation of this 
thought. Preparation for his nightly bouts in- 
clude working out with the weights and 
exercising, several hours a day. no less than 
seven days a week. Discipline is certainly 
not an unfamiliar word to Leaping Lanny. 
After a rough night. in a faraway town. with 
sometimes litte or no sleep, you can still 
find him early at the gym, striving for the ul- 
timate in physical conditioning. To be good 
at something you have to keep at it.” he told 
me with assurance. “I set goals and work 
toward them to make them accomplishment- 
s,”” he explained. a rewarding look in his 
dark eyes. 

Recently the twenty-two year old grappler 
entered a tournument. in Chattanooga, Ten- 
nessee, in a bid for the Mid-America 
Heavyweight Championship. Jackie Fargo. 
who previously held the tide was forced to. 
relinquish it due to an extensive mut injury. 
The National Wrestling Alliance decided to 
have this-tourney so that through this process 
would arise a true champion. qualified to 
beur this impressive und distinctive belt. 
With w host of top contenders involved. the 
competion Way extremely stitl, and each 
id encounter, When the final bell 
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sounded, Leaping Lanny sauntered through 
the auditorium with the glistening metal 
strapped about his waist, and a proud smile 
that no one could remove. 

From that evening on, the unprecedented 
athlete has left behind a trail of what | would 
consider more than mere accomplishments. 
If ever a future looked bright and fulfilling. 
Lunny’s seems inevitably so. Pushing him- 
self to the limit and then beyond is possibly 
the secret of his success. His incessant en- 
deavor for better ideals and new horizons 
often lend him a change of direction, but the 
path that he has so wisely chosen. is still 


leading upward. . 
EAST AND WEST 
c By SANDY KREBS e 


WWWF News—I, for one, do not think that Bob Backlund. 
the new WWW Champion, will hold his tite for long. He is 
toa light at 237 pounds to'take on the superheavyweights 
‘night after night and. cannot roughhouse like the men he will 
be facing. If he can gel by Graiem in a remalch, these men 
‘are hot on Backlund’s trail: Spitos Arion, the Iron Greek, who 
hhas annihilated every wresiter he has faced since retuming to 
the East. He would be a top contender. Dusty Rhodes. who 
has made no secret of the fact that ha wants to win the 
WWWE championship and that inendships won't stand in the 
way of lis goal and Luke Graham, who has retumed to the 
East looking to avenge the loss by nis half-brother, and Dino 
Bravo, who is undefeated In his singles matches but is con 
Ccenirating on a tag team right now. 

‘Speaking of tag teams, Mr. Fugi and Prot. Tanaka have 
managed to cope with the challenges of Lary Zbyszko and 
Tony Garea and the team of Peler Maivia and Chet Jay 
Strongbow. these two teams cannco ba considered genuine 
tile contenders. any longer. The only legitimate contending 
temas for the title appear to be Dino Bravo and Dominic De- 
Nucci and the U.S, champons Mike Graham and Steve Keirn 
‘who will defend their ties in the WWW soon. Its won that 
DeNucc! should have Dino Bravo as his partner because 
meany years ago, DeNucci wrestied under the name of 
Domime Bravo and he teamed with a chiferent: Dino Bravo 
who was supposed to be his brother. 

The WWWF recognizes @ new championship now. the 
junior heavyweight championship was won by Taisumi 
Fujinami over Jose Estrada at Madison Square Garden in 
January. Top contenders for this tile would appear ta. be 
Johnny Rodz and Jack Evans. 

NWA News from Florida Champions: Heavyweight-Killer 
Karl Kox. Tag Team-Mr. Saito and Ivan Kololf managed by 
Masao Haton, US. Tag Team-Mike Graham and Steve Keim, 
TV-Pedro Morales, Southern Heavyweight-Pedor Morales. 

In the Super Bow! of wresting held at the Oranga Bow, 
NWA champion put up" his title against the then WWWF 
‘champion Superstar Billy Graham in a match where the win- 
nner would get both belts. Wresting in the rain, before 15000 
fans, they drew in a very rough match which saw both men 
bloody af the end of the one hour match. Superstar won the 
first fall after 42 minutes with the Superstar bearnug. Ten 
minutes later Race pinned Graham to win the second fall. 
With eight minutes left in the match both men went all out in 
an effort to become the supreme champion of wresting, With 
the match just about over, Race pinned Graham, but the vic- 
tory was not allowed because the three count came after the 
bell had rung, ending the match. Also on this card, Steve 
Kerim and Mike Graham defeated the Valiant Brothers to win. 
the U.S. tag team championship and Dusty Rhodes daleated 
Ken Patera in another important bout. Killec Kart Kox won the 
Florida heavyweight tite from Dusty Rhodes when Rhodes 
was counted out of the ring tyring to recover his cowboy hat 
from Bobby Duncum who had stolen the hat at an earlier 
date. Of course, the American Dream has vowed to get his 
revenge. 

Ivan Putski has debuted In Florida and already is teuding 


"Nowe' from Los Angeles Champions: America’ 
jews from o id i: 's 
Heavyweight is Hecotr Guerrero, World's Middl it is 
foes Mendoza, Teg Team-E) Faicon de Mexico and 

‘are. 

in the $0000 battle royal held at the Olympic Autor, 
Hecor Guerrero emerged victonus, eliminating Goliath. Moon 
‘Dog Mayne finished third. The NWA gave permission to the 
promoters to jet the world middleweight champion, Et Faraon, 
deiend his title in the U.S. The title is normally defended in 
Moxco where the lghter weed wrestlers are, The #1 con- 
tender for te tie, Ringo Mendoza, followed El Faraon to Los 
‘Angeles and won the tite. Tha next week, Ringo Mendoza 
was put out of commission by his tag team partner Outlaw 
Ron Bass who put Mendoza in the hospital when Mendoza 
Wwould not ‘use ‘cry acts malay team match against 
Spee Rivera and Ron Starr. After Mendoza was pinned, 
Bass brutally attacked him. knocking Ringo unconscious. El 
Faleon saved Mendoza Irom this onsiaught who was then cor: 
fied rom the ing on a siotcher Gass has ted. anus 
partners ian effort to win the tag team tile irom El Facon 
Snd Chavo Guerrero bul has not succeedad as Yel He has 
just brought back his regular partner, Moon Dog Mayne, to the 
fea in anther attempt to win te ite, 

Hector Guerrero won the Americas litle from Tne Canadian 


THE CAPITAL WRESTLING 


SCENE 
e 
By JERRY MOSHENBERG 
scour 
Graham 
lor the WWWF crown. He wanted to do the job himsetf, 
the nor-tite bout, went at it hammer 
i the head 
K winner. 

Dusty Rhodes and Spiros Arion took the second part of the 
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inch which caught referee Jack’ Davis square on 
Fhodes was victorous ai 124 by dquasteaton, 
Lary and Baron Mikel Seiciuna went to 
tte draw. Don DiNucci and Steva King went toa 
{all victory over Nicolai Volkott and Gypsy Reese 
In midget battle Wee Wilke Nelson and Hil 
Litte John and Lord Litebrook in two of three falls at 15:03. 
Founding out the bil former WWWF tite hokder St 
Stazisk won over Tony Garea when the lator was 
ut at 6:42. 


Rae 
ges g 
£ S37 


a 
ag 


NORTH AMERICAN 
WRESTLING NEWS 


By TERRY ROBERT JUSTICE 


‘A day betore he lost to Bobby Backlund in New York's 

Maciso Saaare Garoan iver Wige resting Federation 

jeavyweight champion Superstar Bly Graham successtully 

cetera is bot Oy prong Edouard Camere TTT, 
s 


'AW.A. champion Nick Bockwinkle appeare4 on the same 
ram, teaming wilh hs manager Bobby “The i 
leonan in 8 losing efot to tag champions Greg Gagne 
dim. Brunzell. the High Flyers. Gagne put the sieeper hold of 
Bockwinkle to gain the victory. 
In supporting matches, Dusty Rhodes came off 1ne 


Ht 


i 


‘pin Ken Patera. Angelo “King Kong” Mosca won over the 
bloody High Chief Peter Maivia who was judged unable to 
continue. Robertson picked. up the decision by @ dis- 
‘qualification over the Canackan Wildman, Stan Stasiak heart- 


unched. the Canadian Wolfman into. defeat, Billy Robin 
detended his British Empwe tite with a win over Duncan 
McTavish. and Billy “Red” Lyons drew with Chris Toles in a 
battle of old favontes. 

(On the previous Toronto card. Bockwinkle retained hs tite 
with a quick, vetory over Cnet Jay Strongbow in 3:4 Maiva 
was disqualified against Mosca while and Patera 
‘were both counted out of the ning in their match. Mil 
Conquered Terry Yorkston with the suplex. and, there 
time limit draws with Slasiak against Waldo Von Erich and. 
Wildman against Sweat Oaddy Siki. 

In.other action on the same card, Lord. 
Steye Bolus. Dewey Roberson and Bly A 
back the duo of Chris Tolos and Denny Johnston, 
McTavide drew against Butcher Vachon. 

Orlando, was the scene where Ivan Putski won 
disqualtication over Killer Kart Kox, Bobby Duncum 
Rocky Johnson. while Steve Keim and Mike Granam 
{are of Tank Patton and Bubba Douglas, Joyee 
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was staged In Lubbock, 
Johnny Starr came out the wmnner over 14 other wrestlers 
‘ear a $5000 prize. Andre the Giant. the Super Destroyer 
Lay Lane posted a sx man tg team victory over Brute 
ard, Angel Morrell and J. J. Dillon. Roger Kirby and 
Perez want to a no coniest while Ervin Smith, and 
Stamp battied to a time Imut draw. Rip Hawk beat Mr. 
Starr topped Perez. 

Harley Race kept his Nanonal Wresting Aliznce belt wit 
draw against impressive Leaping Lanny Poffo in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. Each won a fall before nether could go on. 
Handy Savage. teained hs Mid-America. tite bestng, Pistol 
Pez Whatiey. Tojo Yamamoto, uich Thamion and Bobby 
Eaton won the six man tag team bout over Gypsy Joe, LeRoy 
Rochester and Bad Boy Hines. Kurt and Karl Von Steiger de- 
feated Pago Pago and Chet Thundercloud. Dutch 
drew with Mr_ Pra, 

Fiz Von Ench and fis S20 David won over Brute Benard 
and Angel Morrell ia Ft. vecrtn. Texas. Tully Blancriard toppled 
Jay Youngblood, Al Maari took the measure ct Killer Kart 
Krupp, Enc the Red registered an upset over Conboy Bob El- 
lis, and Tim Brooks tamed Buly Spears. 
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POWER COIL 


Packs dynamic 


POWER GRIP 


MAKES YOUR HANDS. 
& FINGERS “‘STEEL- 
CLAMP” STRONG! 


few simple 
squeezes a day with 
POWER GRIP 
develops vise-like 
strength 
hands 
“butter-fingers'’ 
strong: Great for 
a aa 
ther" sports. “w/ 
FREE Couresonly 


BARGAINS 


from 


DAN LURIE 


POWER SHOE 


QUICK WAY 
TO POWERFUL 
MUSCLE 


Used by old-time 
strongmen 


POWER BOOTS 


PACK YOUR LEGS 
WITH RUGGED 
MUSCLE! 
Strap them on like 
roller skates and 
doa few simple 
movements. Your 


WAIST- 
SLIM 
BELT 


's MAKES YOU 


only $11.95 a pair Fay 


$11.95 


LOOK a 7 
SLIMMER POWER BRACELETS (26) ofsio4inronen: 
INSTANTLY! Treat yourself to the Bold, Rugged 


Look of POWER these handsome 
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Complete program helps you Slim Down 
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MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE—MAIL TODAY! 
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WEST COAST NEWS 


s By RON VALIM e 


A big crowd piled into the world famous San Francisco 
Cow Palace, 

Roy Shore presented a great card with a live wrestling 
Bear, THs time the fans. got to see Brutus, a 742 beat: He 
feamed Up With Papper Gomez to take on the world tag (eam 
ghampions.. Kurt and Karl Von. Steiger and. big Herman 
Schmlt. The thvee rvgged Germans were mighty tough but ig 
the end Brutus took on ail three men and easily won the 9 
mao tag team match 

‘Another great main event took place when the United 
Stales champion Bob Roop took on the great Ray. Stevens. 
Ray has held the belt seven times, Stevens spilt the opening 
falls and Roop 100k the third fall when Ray was counted out, 
Also on the all star card Dean Ho topped Alexi Smirnoff in a 
baltle of former U.S. champicns. Les Thomton spoiled the re- 
{urn of Dom OeNueel, Mando Guerrero beat Bary. Orton and 
Ted Heath and John Karisma (Who used to wrestle as Hans 
Schroecier) went to a. draw. 

Recently 2 night was given at the Cow Palace in Ray Ste- 
en's honor. Stevens appreciation night drew over 15,000 
fans, Both the eity of San Francisco and the state of California 
gave Ray awards. In his long career Ray has held the U.S, 
ile @.tolal of 7:times and was able to withstand the challenge 
of'men like Cowboy Bob Ellis, Red Bastien, Bill Walls, Bruno 
Sammartineo, Emie Ladd, Pampero Firpo, Ed Carpentier, Bil 
Mil, Sian Stasak, Pat O\Canner and many oiner reals. To 
rove Ray is sil going sing he and wid Moon Dag Mayne 
recently held the world fag team championships before: bow- 
ing to The Von Steigers. 

‘Although il was riot known al the time a sellout crowd Was 
watching the last card to be presented at Santa Rosa in 1978. 
Pepper Gomez topped Bob Roop, Brutus the Bear de- 
molished Tha Von Steigers, Dean Ho and Mando Guerrero 
beat Hiro Toa and John Kansma and in the opener, former 

j00d-quy bul now hated villian, Les Thornion topped Jery 

lon For some unknown reason promoter Teny Garvin can. 
celed all cards. tor the rest of the year. Afler two excellent 
crowds at the Gow Palace, one which was Ray Stevens night 
and the other the Holiday card which totally drew over 23,000 
fans the best was yet to come. The new year opened with the 
biggest card ol the yeat, the world famous 18 Man San Fran- 
cisco Batile Royal. This year once again the big prize would 
bbe larger than ever. The winner would pocket $25,000. 

Since 1967. when Bearcat Wright Won the first Battle 
Royal, Roy Shire has aradualy pul fogeter the most talented 
Bafta Foye in the world, One fan was so impressed thal he 
told'me that he flew in.from Portland, Oregon to see it, There 
{5 no dobbtitis the event of the year in wrestling. There were 
several current wrestling, champions in il. Newly crowned U.S. 
hampton Dean Ho was joined by newly crowned word ta 
team champions. Black Gordman and Great, Goliath, Nort 
American champion: Dick Murdock. one half of the American 
tag team champions Chavo Guerrero, and the NWA. 
heavywelgh! champion Harley Race, No olher Bale, Royal 
can boast of this accomplishment. in 1968 and 1989 NW 
‘champs Gene Kiniski and Dory Funk Jr were in the Battle 
Royals: in the Cow Palace. Speaking of Dowy Funk Jt he was 
in the 1978 match along with other stars Ike Peter Maivia, 
Ray Stevens, Mando Guerreta, Pepper Gomez, Les Thomton, 
Von Steigers, Lord Jonathan Boyd, Moon Dog Mayne, Don 
Muraco and 600 pound Haystack Calhoun. 

The elimination were a follows: 1. Les Thomton 2, Pep- 
pet Gamez 3. Kus Von Steger 4. Chavo Guerra 5, Dek 

jurdock 6. Doty Funk Jr. 7. Karl Von Steiger 8, Haystack 
Calhoun 9. Mando Guerrero 10. Peter Maivia 11. Lord 
Jonatiian Boyd 12, Great Goliath 13. Ray Stevens 14. Black 
Gordman leaving Race, Muraco, Ho and Mayne. Ho put Race 
‘Ou with his sleeper while Oon’Murace was loading his arm 
band witha piece a steel..Dcn went about putting Moon Dog 
into the: hospital by repeatedly pounding Mayne.on the back of 
the head. Then he cut Dean Ho up badly and easily pinned 
him. The largast Battle Royal card In history, stghlly over 16- 
000 booed loudly as Muraco got his check and the hug 
fophy also given to the winner. So now the mean, talented 
Havallan joins Ray Stevens, Bill Miler, Beracat Wright, Mr. 
Fugi, The Great Mephisto, Pat Patterson, Peter Maivia and 
‘Andre The Giant as men who have won the Battle Royal. 

Four wreliers were inured and could? paricpate In the 
matches held later in the evening. Ho! and Maiava were 
bloddy messes, Les Thranton was victim of a low blow and 
Mayne had a concussion, but Moon, Dog did have some tun 
belore he (elt as he got‘ socket box from under the ring and 
Globbered Karl Von Stelger with it 

Big rough Dick Murdock opened the action aflar the Battie 
Royal by deleating Kurt Vor, Steiger, Then the other halt of 
the brother, combination got his as Mando Guerrero beat him. 
New world tag {eam champions Black Cordman and The 
Great Goliath turned back Pepper Gomez and Haystack Cal- 
houn. With the releree’s altenlion diveried elsewhere 
Gordman hurled Gomez over the top ropes. Pepper was 
counted out before he could re-enter the ring, In somewhat of 
an upset Don Muraco stunned Dory Funk dr_Don won in a 
‘count oul‘and along with his earlier win in the Royal he at last 
has reached his peak as one of the finest wrestlers. in the 
World. The fingl match saw Harley Race win in a nonvttle bat- 
lle over Chavo Guerrero, Race was supposed to defend his 
tile against Dean Ho with his U.S. tite up. The winner would 
got bath championships. However, due te Ho's injury this d+ 

nit take place. 

The next card at the Cow Palace had Dean Ho defending 
tha U.S; tile against Don Muraco. It was quite 2 match in 
Which Ho managed to retain his laurels with outside Interfer- 
nce: from Moun Dog Mayne. Muraco had his spinning toe 
hold on Ho when Mayne tripped him. Don Went outside the 
fing and batiered Mayne but in doing so he was counted out 
Also on tho card ihe midgels returned aller & years absence 
Mayne teamed with, Gowboy Lang and The Jamaica Kid and 
hey defeated Black Gordman, Lite Tokyo and The Little 
Bruiser In a'3 tall malch, Mando Guerrero beat The Great 


66 


Goliath’on a disqualification and two opening bouts were both 
draws as Pepper Gamez and Rick McGraw drew as did Lord 
Jonathan Boyd and Ted Heath, 

The tite relgn of Gordmén and Goliath lasted only a 
tponth The rugged duo em New Mextc Had baaien tha Yon 
Steigers on TV. but lost in their first tle defense to. Moon 
Dog Mayne and Dean Ho in Sacramento, Don Muraco topped 
Pepper Gomez in the other main event, Mando Guerrero used 
his speed to pull'a major upset over Lord Jonathan Boyd. 
Tony Rocca beat Rick McGraw. The opening bout saw Jerry. 
Monti lose to Texas Red, He’ is none other than the Flying 
Hed Bastien. It's strange Why a great and popular star like 
Bastion would change names and become @ rulebreaker bul 
that (s what happened, 


KEYSTONE, BUCKEYE, AND 
MOUNTAIN STATE ACTION ~ 
e 


By HENRY KLIMKOWSKI 


With the crowning of Bob Backlund as new W.W WF. 
WORLD's champion, a new era ol Wresting began in the 
TriState Areal The’ promoters. of Pennsylvania, Ohio, and 
West Virginia are confident that Backlund can ‘continue to 
draw the record-setting flow. of spectators begun by his pre- 
decassor, Superstar Billy Graham) 

"AFAIRMONT, W. VA.—Gene Dargan Presentations paired 
High-Chiet Peter Maivia and kung master Prof, Tanaka at 
Marion County Armory! The Samoan dominated the early 
going wih Hs tamaus danice-pating,thiah-pnahing enies 

Projessor retalialed with a series of neck-and-shoulder 
land armpit nerveholds. When Peter regained the momentum 
and appeared enroute fo viclry, the Oriental ten. wid, 
desperation karale-chop. The blow. sirick ref Tony, Palermo 
Who disqualified Tanaka aller 16:06! 

Baron Scioluna and Stan “The Man” Stasiak ell viet 10 
the Toy Garea-Larry zbyszko superteam!  Zbyszko's 
abdominalstreich yielded an opening fall submission trom 
Stasiak after 10.261 In the next fame, Larry slung “The Man” 
into a tumbuckle and then charged head-first foward Stan, 
Stasiak greeted Zbyszko With a kick to {he throat and equall 
ing pin at 5:34! As the Baron held Lary captive during the 
rubber stanza, Stasiak swung at the youngstar With his loaded 
taped fist, When Larry ducked, the duke leveled Sciciuna who 
Was locked into.a victory cradle by Zbyszko after 4:58!!! 

in preims: Mr. Fugi sidestepped. the charging Sl, Frank 
Holtz who crashed the ringpost and was easily pinned at 7:11. 
‘The led Demon Wiped out Bill Berger with two neckbreakers, 
a bodysiam, and cover in 15:40. Johnny DeFazio whipped 
Frank Durso with a reverse rolling-cradle after 10: 

ASTEUBENVILLE, OHIO— The WWW. worlds tag-team 
champions, Prof. Tanaka and Mr. Fug, laced Larry Zbyszko 
and Tony Garea in a St John Arena title scrap! The Japanese 
duo continually choked andvlashed Garea aorass the throat 
with the tag-team rope in the inital frame, leading 19:2 pin by 
Fugi alter 9:10! Near-siahted rof Tony Palermo finally spotted 
Ful using the rope during the second stanza and disqualified 
the champs at 8:05! With all four contestanls battling simulta- 
neously in the deciding frame, ref Palermo rendered a, “no 
conlest” decision alter 5:05!!! 

In solo scraps: Sian "The Man" Stasiak was disqualified for 
using the ropes to strangle High-Chiet Peter Maivia at 13:08, 
Dom DeNucci rammed @aron Sciclina’s head into a ringside 
fable and quickly. reentered the ring, leaving the hobleman 
lying on the floor to be counted out after 14:32. Frank Dursa's 
Bodyslam plus a pair of kneedrops to the throat flattened Bll 
Berger for the three-count at 10:05; Johnny DeFazio trealed 
The Red Demon to a backdrop and reverse roling-cradié in 


7150. 

AGREENSBURG, PA—Hempfield Area High School ancl 
promoter Ace Freeman played host to Superstar Billy Graham 
‘Who Squared off with Larry Zbyszko, Alter several close calls 
with Zbyszko cradles, Superstar ran to. the gymnasium floor 
ora breather, When Larry followed in hot pursull, the: blond 
relrealed 0 the ring apron Where an exchange of fisticutts be- 
‘gan. 4 Zbyszko right sent Graham flying back Info the ning 
just prior fo ref Bucky Palermo's count of ten. After being 
Counted out of the ring at 15:20, Lamy covered the kayoed 
Superstar for an unofficial count of tireetll 

Prol. Tallaka scored a controversial triumph over Dom De- 
Nuccil’As Dom was bombarding Tanaka with lists in a-comner, 
the sly Protessor pulled the legs oul from under DeNucci and 
locked the Venetian in a front-cradis. As rel lzzie Moidel was 
tolling the \hvee-count, Tanaka placed a. foot against, the 
turnbuckle for extra leverege to insure the pin at 16:251!! 

High-Ghjef Peter Maivia and Johnny Rivera squeaked by 
Luscious Larry Shatpe and Dyn-O-Mite Jack Evans In the 
first (rams, Evans slung. Rivera jnlo: the ropes, Yor an eltiow 
across the throal followed by an elboW-drop and pin al 10:05! 
However, Maivia squared matiers by Wiping out Dyn-O-Mite 
With 2 tio’ of uppercut-lorearms, headbul, and. froni-cradle 
aller 2:25. Larry and Jack continually eniered and left the ring 
without tagging during @ third-all netyehold torturing ol the 
Hiah-Chit, orig the refs to elsquaty hem ater si minut 
esi 

In the opener. Johnny DeFazio and evil Baron Seiclina 
bbraWled to a 20-minute stalemate! 

‘AELKINS, W. VA.— Tha Thres Rivers Wrestling Associa. 
tion forced ‘Central, champion” Rustler Bob. Russell to face 
Chief Don Réd:Cloud ina Lumberjack Death Rematch at El- 
kins Armory! Four wrestlers Were stationed around the perime- 
Ter of the ring fo prevent the cowpoke's escape, and Flustler's 
manager, Zoltan the Great, was chained to Bill Berger to 
Quarantes the zany Finn's: non-interterence! Only a pin or 
Submission could end this.no time-limit scrapl The Cherokee 
indian relled upon an olfense of tomatiaWk chops Whielsagn 
had the. 315-pound. Texan bleeding, The Chiel eventually 
slung Russell twice Into the topes: [or double-thrusts into the 
throat on the rebound, setting UP the pin thal gave Red Cloud 
the tite alter 24.02m1 

Vietor the Wresling Bear, standing 72 and weighing 


yer 700 pounds, easily captured’a "handicap! joust from 
Executor #1 and manager Zoltan the Great! The batiered 
maked ran ran to the locker room In lerror and were counted 
‘oul of the ting in only 4:40)" 

Billy Berger and Larry Truesdale outdueled, roughnecks 
Tom Rodgers and Mr. Mysterious in the tandem feature! 
Berger's fast fying fists leveled the 302-pound Mysterious for 
i 
: Boris Livinsky (with manager Ludwig Von. Speicher) 
was disqualified for choking Bobby Fullon on the ropes aller 
1334. Smiin’ Jimmy Wateon's sleeper-hold. rendered Bul 
Barclay "hors de combat’ for a three-countat 2:57. 

"AMIDLAND, PA.—Gene Dargen Presentations matched 
‘Superstar Bil) Graham against 387-pound Gorilla Monsoon 
for a Midland High School tile clash! Foloving a double- 
krlockdown, both men barely staguered to thelr feet in ‘ime. 
Superstar immediately maneuvered behind the dazed Goria 
and double forearm-smashied him cross the back. Monsoon 
was Sent flying head-first Into 2 turnbuckle and was an easy 
Mark for Graham's viotory cradle at 14.451) 

Larry Zbyszko and Tony Garea came (rom behind to topple 
evi Baron Scicluna and Stan) “The Man" Stasial! Stasiak's 
"heart punch!” leveled Garea for an opening fall cover after 
eleven minutes! Tony later managed ta remove Stan's loaded 
fist bandage and used it fo "heart punch” the Pole for a te- 
talatory pin at 1:10} Zbyszko inally relieved’ a war-woary 
Garea in the third frame and within seconds kayoed Scicluna 
with a barrage of fists fora three-count at 410M 

‘Also: The Ken Patera-lvan Putski poWer struggle ended in a 
20-minute standoff, Nikolai Volkolf's injured knee collapsed 
during an attempted bodysiam ot Dom DeNucci, causing the 
Siberian fo fall backwards 10 the canvas with Dom on top for 
the pin at 14:30, 


——— 
BRITISH AND IRISH 
WRESTLING SCENE 


By PETER NULTY 


————SS 
KENDO NAGASAKI, Europe's number one masked man 
Jor the past fifteen years has unmasked and temporarily re- 
tired. from tha ring. In front of milfions of television viewers 
Kendo's manager Georgecus George Gilt performed the 
Unmasking. ceremony in the ring at Wolverhampton. It was a 
sad occasion for thousands of Nagasakis fans all over the 
British Isles as George untied and burnt the mask, Kendo or 
his manager gave no, reason for the retirement bul the reoc- 
cuing nek ifury may have nad something 10 do, wi 

‘Nagasaki first hit the headlines in Britain in 1968 when he 
deteated and unmasked the great Count Bartell, He had 
brought to arvend @ twenly Years undefeated run ot one of the 
‘mast popular masked wrestlers in British wrestling history. 

Fans flocked by the thousands fo see Kendo in action, not 
jn the hopes of seeing him unmasked as is usually the case 
With @ rulebending masked man, but to waich the skills and 
Technique of Brtain’s (cughest, strongest and most exciting 

rappler. 
SPE not known when Kenda wil return to the ning but in the 
‘meantime British fans can see him Stamring in.a television play 
Shortly when he plays the part ot a masked wrestler called 
The Angel of Death’ 

THE DYNAMITE KID, the biggest sensation fo hit British 
ngs fox many years has now oficialy maved ino the welt 
‘weight division by taking the British tile trom Jim Breaks, 

There seems to be no stopping this nineleen year old 
Wonderboy’ as he defeals all comers including men tar 
heavier than himself 

‘AL the weigh-in betore the lle boul, the Kid scaled 163 

ounds against 157 pounds for Breaks. The bout was over 15 
Fes minuto rounds vith Ihe best of Ivo falls, two submissions 
‘or one knockout to decide the winner. There Was some greal 
hold and counterhold wrestling inthe first twa rounds. with 
both men getting on fop in their turn. Just before the bell to 
finish round two, Breaks suddenly changed his taclics and 
started the rough stuf by slamming the Kid head first into the 
canvas. By the start of round lhree the crawd were on thelr 
fest a5 Breaks slammed a fist into the Kid's face, The crowd 
vere screaming for referee Bian Crabtree lo give the chan. 
pion @ public warning, but Breaks had his back tured (0 the 
fet as he delivered the punch. The Kid then lost his cool. After 
fining Breaks onto. the ropes ne. delivered a beautiful two 
handed chop [o the stomach as Breaks rebounded. The 
Growd were shouting theit approval as the referee ried 10 
frag tha Kid off the downed champlon, When Breaks got to 
fis fest he wen! for the Kids fet arm, While holding the arm 
in the back hammer position, Breaks ‘pushed his opponent 
fonlo the ropes as if to throw his man across the ring, bul in- 
Siead he hooked the Kid's arm ufder the top rope. The re- 
forse made him break the hold for the illegal use af the ropes, 
bul fe soon had the Kid in the same back hammer positon. 
‘This time the Kid tried No flip himselt. backwards over Breaks's: 
head but as he was going over the top Breaks fet the arm ga. 
and the Kid crased 1o the canvas—landing on. the already 
Weakened left arm. The Kid looked nearly finished as this 
stage but jn one minute thiry seconds of the fourth round he 
febounded off he ropes and surprised Breaks, with @ real ro 
ling crotch and shoulder press to take the lead, 

Breaks went all out for the equaliser in round five, Aner 
several blind side’ punches the Kid's mose started bleeding 
tnd aller Working on the nose fora While Breaks switched. to 
felt arm Weakeners again. He tried bis famous ‘Jim Breaks 
‘Special ia couple of tas but the Kid managed to hold out 
Until the end of the round, However with only thiry seconds of 
he sixth round gone, the Kid had to submit to give Breaks the 
‘equaliser with his special.’ 

You could have heard a pin drop asa confident Breaks 
came out for round seven but within @ couple of minutes the 
trawd nearly ralsed Ine roof as the Kid pulled Breaks back- 
‘wards inlo a “su board’ fo gat ihe winning submission: It look. 
some time for M.C. George Mitchell fo make is way into the 
ting as hundreds of Dynamite Kid supporters crowded round 
the ring fo congratulate the new champion. 
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“Every successful bodybuilder 
has got to use the most advanced 
bodybuilding methods available- 
UNIVERSAL BODYBUILDING 
offers the best! Using UNIVER- 
SAL methods, Ihave made excel 
lent’ gains !” 


Brian Eastman 
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BE.DYNAMIC! 


MOS” MEN NEVER REALIZE THEIR POTENTIAL FOR 
AUSCULARITY. Why? Probably because they've never come 
across or taken advantage of a Satna Ae ram quite like the 
one we offer here at UNIVERSAL BODYBUILDING. Our 
course has the ULTIMATE MASTERPLAN for TOTAL BODY 
DEVELOPMENT! 
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WITH UNIVERSAL METHODS, YOU CAN BREAK OUT OF YOUR “OLD” 
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In the time It takes to complete this 12 lesson course, we can guarantee you a mus- 
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a can go far beyond mere “improvement” with the Advanced Training Techniques in- 

TO GROW! cluded in this course. We can give you the firm, rippling, muscular body of a phy- 

‘i sique star!!! Send in for our FREE COLORFUL BROCHURES TODAY (fant 


\ wy information about our course — loaded with unbelievable photographs). 
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You won't regret it!!! 
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BODYBUILDING 
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Improve your health, self-confidence and your outlook on life as 
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you become more muscular. Regardless of your age, height or 
present build, we'll help you build a fabulous body. Thousands of 
eople have taken this course with fantastic results — why not you? 
Whatever you look like today, we can improve on it We guaran- 
tee it!!! 
ARMS — Develop big, powerful [] SHOULDERS — Get rid of those 
1 arms—the kind girls love to be puny shoulders! Instead, fill 
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Deven 20a ABDOMEN —Trim and hard — 
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